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A Comparative Study of the Ethical Judgment Criterion of Goodness in Plato’s

Philosophy and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy
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ABSTRACT

In this research, it is found that the criteria of the ethical judgment in both Plato’s
Philosophy and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy constitute both similarity and differences.

Plato’s ethical judgments criteria are based on human beings’ reality covering both
dimensions of “individualism” and “collectivism” according to the moral virtues of human rights,
independence, fraternity, equitability, and fairness which belongs to a human being who is
possessed of reason and intellect. Plato’s virtues are divided into four types of harmony:-
1) wisdom, 2) bravery, 3) moderation, and 4) justice. These 4 virtues are considered as merits for
individual and social governance that is in search of virtuous justness, socialization, mercifulness,
generosity, and peacefulness under the social regulations and rules.

On the other hand, the criterion of judging the goodness in Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy is of the principle in carrying out the livelihood in the societies with the ultimate life
goal. It is an idealism based on the personal act which can be judged as good, bad and neutral to
enable the people to be helpful to one another very well in virtuous livelihood. The Theravada
Buddhist Philosophy, thus, sets up the system of the criterion of judging the goodness at 3 levels

namely:- 1. The level of five precepts, 2. The level of the 10 paths of meritorious action and,



hﬂﬁ

o o ¢ y o
NIATINAUHN AUVVNUBEAIANAT ?Jﬁ 29 ﬂﬂﬂﬁl m e
af‘”ﬂ
3

3. The level of the eightfold path

The criteria of ethical judgments in both Plato’s Philosophy and Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy focused on the reasonable and intellectual acts including sensuous feelings which
constitute three different levels:- 1) precepts, 2) morality and 3) ethics. Thus, the criteria of
judging the goodness in these two philosophies are similar and can be summarized into the
following five viewpoints; 1) The viewpoint of the volition and the reason which are the basic
constitutions of criterion of judging the virtues, 2) The rules of freedom based on Plato’s
Philosophy and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, 3) The morality based on Plato’s Philosophy and
Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, 4) The virtuous criterion and motivation based on Plato’s
Philosophy and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, and lastly 5) The viewpoint on universality and
human values based on Plato’s Philosophy and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy.

However, according to both philosophies, there are differences in the intention and wisdom in

convicting what beings’ act is good or bad, righteous or evil.
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