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Abstract

This research aims to study the belief of Phrajawtanjai’s miracle. The process of this
research is separated into two parts; 1) A study from the document by descriptive research is to
find out the belief in Phrajawtanjai image of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. And 2) Field
studies as observation research, data collection on how to build Phrajawtanjai image,
interviews and questionnaires with 100 Buddhists at Wat yodkeawsiboonrung Tambom
Thadokkam Bueng Khonglong District BuengKan Province during September 2014. The
findings were as follows:

Phrajawtanjai refers to the Buddha image which was built within 1 day. The other names
used to call the image are: Luang Por Tan Jai and Phra Tan Jai. A Buddha image like this
appears in the belief of people in northern Thailand and neighboring countries. People in
northern Thailand believe that Phrajawtanjai is a holy Buddha image that can quickly bless
them with any wishes they want.

From the field studies, it was found that Buddhists join to build this Buddha image
because they believe that it is very virtue. And it can deliverance from suffering. They think
after death they will go to heaven. Moreover, they believe that it will help promoting Buddhism
existence, and they believe Phrajawtanjai will destine to accomplish what they want quickly.
More importantly, the people who join to build Phrajawtanjai image are committed to build
this image to be a Buddhist symbol and a center of worship. Phrajawtanjai image was built
within one day because of the unity of the people and Buddhist monks that have confidence and
determination and mental prayer. They gathered money and labor to build Phrajawtanjai image

which shows the strong belief of Buddhist at Ban Foilom community.
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From the questionnaire, it was found that most Buddhists who came to the temple aged
between 50-59 years old accounted for 38 percent and their education is primary level
accounted for 35 percent. Most people who help building Phrajawtanjai image was
househusband and house wife accounted for 27 percent. Most of their income was 10,000-
14,999 Baht per month average accounted for 27 percent. Most people who came to the temple
have known Phrajawtanjai in the first time accounted for 46 percent. Most of them worship the
image to gain good fortune accounted for 42 percent. The other aim to make a merit which
follow the faith of Buddhism accounted for 35 percent.

An interesting discovery: The Buddhists believe that the Buddha had come to Thailand
accounted for 77 percent, believe that Phrajawtanjai fulfill their wish accounted for 73 percent,
believe that Phrajawtanjai has showed the miracle accounted for 73 percent, importantly, the
person who joined to build Phrajawtanjai image believe in heaven — hell accounted for 95
percent, believe in merit — sin accounted for 97 percent, and believe in the miracle from praying
and meditation accounted for 72 percent and believe in the dogma about karma accounted for 97
percent. The most important is the Buddhist believe in the miracle and the supernatural thing,
they are strict in the way of ethics in Buddhism; maintaining the precepts and practicing

themselves, which is a foundation for peace of society.

Keywords:  Belief, Miracle, Phrajawtanjai, Wat yodkeawsiboonrung
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