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Abstract

The purpose of this research project is to study the outstanding supernatural motifs in
Sang Thong tale in three classes. First are the actors in the tale such as gods, unusual animals or
marvelous creatures, or unusual human characters. Second are certain items in the background
of the action such as magic objects, unusual customs, strange beliefs and the like. In the third
place, there are sole incidents and these incidents comprise the great majority of motifs.

The study reveals that the Sang Thong tale tells about a supernatural hero’s encounter
with the suprahuman world and his becoming endowed with qualities that enable him to
perform supernatural acts. The hero is of abnormal birth and is banished for this reason. He is
suckled by unusual animals and supernatural mother. After the performance of difficult and
impossible tasks and quests, the hero becomes stronger and handsomer and more worthy of the
prize he seeks. The supernatural power and knowledge, the magic objects and another
supernatural focus show that the tale themes enter on man’s fascination with supernatural
adventure.

The study also deals with the correlation between the folk tale and the society. It shows
that the supernatural beliefs can stimulate the listener’s emotion, intellect and morality, that is it
instructs and moves the listener of the tale. They can get the good results from the ethics in

accordance with social laws.

Keywords:  motif; supernatural; tale
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