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“Kingdom of Sukhothai”: The Construction of History from Thai Legends
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Abstract

Even though today’s historical evidence of Sukhothai indicated that the ancient site was
just a trade state on the bank of Yom River, the myth of “the Thais’ first kingdom named
Sukhothai” extendedly exists as a “myth of place”: folklore in Thai socio-cultural context. This
paper, thus, aims at not analyzing features and factors establishing “Sukhothai historical
narratives” but synthesizing why, other than the nationalistic historical education, the myth of
ancient Sukhothai has been “regarded as” national history.

The study reveals that Sukhothai historical narratives take significant parts to “rebuild”
this city-state to be the “mythical kingdom” inaugurated by heroes, especially through the
current of romanticism which is related with nationalism and nostalgia. Moreover, the
“Sukhothai story as national history” concept complaisantly fulfills the Thai’s need of both
“identity” and “derivation”. It brings about the mythical narrative reproduction so that “the
myths” are contemporarily concerned as “history” although almost of all stands out of historical

truth, as well.

Keywords: Sukhothai; Legends; Nationalism
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