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Abstract

Ilse Janda, 14, or Ilse Janda has run away (Ilse Janda, 14, oder Die Ilse ist weg) is a

well-known German youth literature written by Christine Nostlinge, an Austrian writer who is

known as a representative of the anti-authoritarian movement during the 1970s. The first

objective of this article is to present the analysis on the approach of discourse battle over child

rearing that is used in this literature. The techniques that are discreetly applied in the text to

undermine the righteousness of parents’ authority to strictly raise, control and force children to

obey them have been thoroughly studied. The way that the text proposes a new perspective

related to the authoritarian relationship between parents and children has also been analysed.

The second objective of this article is to identify the problems or weaknesses in the discourses

presented in the literature.
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Nodelman adopts Said’s concept
of the Other and argues that, through
children’s literature, adults assign
otherness to children in order to be able
to control the field of representation.
By marginalising the child as powerless,
adults define themselves as powerful,
and children’s literature in his view
becomes a means of dominating
children, and of imposing on them
adult assumptions about what “a child”
is or ought to be. Along with Rose,
Nodelman (1992, p. 30) suggests that
adults “write books for children to
provide them with values and with
images of themselves we approve of

or feel comfortable with”.
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