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The Philippines: A Reflection on “Mestizaje” of Spanish America in Southeast Asia
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Abstract

Latin America, where the colonial Spanish America once was established, and the
colonial Southeast Asia, apparently, are located in the different corners of the world. However,
one area in the colonial Southeast Asia, namely the Philippines, has been found nearly identical
to the Spanish American counterpart. This paper examines the commonality of colonial history,
hybridized cultures, and sociolinguistic phenomena that took place from the colonial period to
the present times between the Philippines and Spanish America, specifically during the ‘New
Spain’ era. Despite a very long distance that keeps these two regions apart, the paper provides
in-depth perspective and analysis in comparison, showing both similarities and contrasts
between the archipelago and the Spanish colonies in the Americas via historical aspects of
ethnic stratification and sociolinguistics resulting from the process of ‘Hispanization,” which led

the Philippines into an incomplete reflection of the hybridization found in Latin America.

Keywords: Mestizo; Philippines; New Spain; Spanish America; Caste
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