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The Influences of Jama ah Diwan on the Modern Arabic poetry in Egypt
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Abstract

The present study aims at tracing the historical background of the emergence of the Jama
ah Diwan, or literally called Diwan Group—those poets who composed a genre of Arabic
poetry called Diwan—and the modern Arabic literature, and analyzing their roles and influence
on the modern Arabic poetry in Egypt. The study was conducted by collecting the related
information on the background of modern Arabic literature in Egypt and the roles of Diwan
Group during 1909-1919. It was found out that Diwan Group were the first of those groups of
poets who declared their commitment in reforming modern Arabic poetry. Their reformative
effort included improving profundity of the poems, making them convey the composers’
emotional meaning to the readers’ hearts in a more subtle fashion. It also preferred the romantic
tone of emotional expressions and imagination over the aesthetic use of language just as those
that were preferred in the preceding era. Besides, the diversity of rhythm and rhyme scheme as
well as a new genre of creativity were added to their initiatives so as to enhance the readers’
appreciation of the meaning conveyed in their poems. In a nutshell, it can be said that the Diwan
Group exerted their immense influence on the succeeding poets who adopted their commitment

in developing the modern Arabic poetry to the universal standards.

Keywords: Jamaah Diwan; modern Arabic poetry; Egypt
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