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Abstract

This research attempts to study Chinese idioms about time and to analyze TIME
metaphors in Chinese idioms. By analyzing 165 Chinese idioms about time, it can be categorized
them into 11 groups namely the idioms indicating a long period of time, a short period of time,
a quick passage of time, a slow passage of time, the periods of morning and evening, value of
time, rare opportunities, opportunities of usage, time change, insufficient time and a waste of
time.

By examining conceptual metaphors in Chinese idioms about time, it can be categorized
them into four namely: [Time is nature and natural phenomenon] [Time is precious] [Time is
human ] and [ Time is animals]. These conceptual metaphors reflect 3 aspects of time including:
(1) time is unlimited, but valuable, (2) time does not stop and pass quickly, and (3) the past time

cannot come back, so be sure to get the chance to come.

Keywords: metaphor; conceptual metaphor; time metaphor; Chinese idioms
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