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Abstract

Neither concentrates on the plausibility of miracle power nor argues whether marvelous
events in the Buddha 's life did really take place, this article aims to explore the Buddha 's
purposes and results for miracle performances. As the exploration is in the realm of the
Buddha’s life, it is inevitable to examine Pathomsombhodigatha which is a bibliography of the
Buddha that consists of numerous miracles and supernatural issues throughout the story.

The study indicates that the Buddha demonstrated miraculous powers frequently with
various purposes. For instance; to retain the donor's faith in merit making and to dispel
deities'doubt on his special abilities. Furthermore, he usually performed miracles in order to
pave way to Dharma teachings as well as to demonstrate his superiority to opponents of false
teachings in order to win converts. However, it is to emphasize that miracle, a by-product of
meditative knowledge, cannot entirely liberates one from bondage, and it is not the ultimate
goal of Buddhism. Miracle itself has no intrinsic value; on the contrary, it is merely an
instrument or means to the attainment of the more valuable thing, i.c., Nibbana.

In addition, the Buddha’s main purpose for miracle performing was to emancipate all

sentient beings from sufferings, not for His own benefit.

Keywords: Miracle; Buddha; Intrinsic value
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