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Abstract

This article presents an image of failure in Chancery Court’s justice system as presented
in Charles Dickens’s Bleak House. An analysis of this text aims to criticise the causes and
effects from the English justice system’s ineffectiveness during the nineteenth century. Dickens
has emphasised on the ‘ancient regime’ of the Chancery which existed for centuries ago.
Significantly, one of the hindrances was that the court did not accommodate itself to the rapid
developing society of that time. Moreover, Dickens points out another problem, such as, the
lawyers whose goal is to take advantage at their clients, rather than helping them. All of these
difficulties had been dragging the court backwards. The novel also presents the consequences of
the ineffective justice system that results in delay of cases, loss of property, and its ill-effect on

the society.

Keywords: justice system, Chancery Court, Victorian Novel, Bleak House
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Tunide What Jane Austen Ate Charles

Dickens Knew 11 (Pool, 1994, p. 128)
In practical terms, the difference
between common law and equity meant
that the common-law courts would
typically uphold a contract to repay
a money lender £5 at 5,000 percent
interest that you had taken out to buy
a last meal for your dying mother as
long as it was properly signed and
drafted. Chancery, however, at least
in theory, would look to see whether
your circumstances when you signed
had put you at such a colossal
disadvantage that the contract should

be voided.
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In all of this, Dickens executes a
masterful explication of his social
injustice. One of the great strengths of
Dickens’s novelistic technique in
general is that he develops is theme
over and over in the intricate details of
the lives of each of his novel’s
characters...In Bleak House, uses this
technique to its fullest, for here the
technique itself reinforces the novel’s
view of a world where the evil effects
of social injustice utterly pervade
existence. He makes this world view
all the more compelling by delineating
numerous permutations and variations
of the effects of injustice on the
personages and lives of is characters.
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such an afternoon, if ever, the Lord High
Chancellor ought to be sitting here—as here
he is—with a foggy glory round his head,
softly fenced in with crimson cloth and
curtains, mistily engaged in one of ten
thousand stages of an endless cause.”
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It’s about nothing but costs now. We
are always appearing, and disappearing,

and swearing, and interrogating, and

filing, and cross-filing, and arguing, and
sealing, and motioning, and referring,
and reporting, and revolving about the
Lord Chancellor and all his satellites,
and equitably waltzing ourselves off
to dusty death, about costs.
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of the English law is, to make business for
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So everything accumulates, like the
papers in Chancery, like the estates
which Chancery is so slow to disperse.
An atmosphere of dirt, darkness, damp,
fog, decomposition, confusion, and
deadlock characterized Krook’s shop
as it does Chancery and the lands and

houses in Chancery. Krook’s reluctance
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to part with anything belongs with his
reluctance to clean or repair, and the lack
of circulation of commerce identifies
him with the Lord Chancellor and the
landlord class.
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“Discipline in Different Voices: Bureaucracy,

Police, Family and Bleak House” (Miller,
1983, p. 62) 13N
If Krook’s death, for instance, illustrates
the apocalyptically anti-social kinds of
retribution that are the only adequate
responses to Chancery remaining, it can
also be seen to reinstate precisely those
social and political possibilities that
Chancery, as a total order, ought to have
made impossible. For insofar as Krook
dies, as in certain modern aetiologies of
cancer, of his own internal repressions,
then Chancery can be safely trusted to
collapse from its own refusal to release
what is unhealthily accumulating in
its system. Alternatively, insofar as
Krook’s violent end is meant to
foreshadow what is in store for the
institution he figures, then his death
carries a warning to the court to
amend its ways or else.
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pp- 348-349)
Dickens means the reader to be startled
into a fearful realisation that a corrupt
and unjust institution like Chancery
(emblematic of contemporary British
society as a whole) will, if not radically
reformed, suffer the fate that Carlyle in
his great history The French Revolution,
read over and over again by Dickens,
shows befalling the ancient regime.
It will collapse or disintegrate as a
result of its own inner rottenness...
Spontaneous combustion had to be a
real, if rare, occurrence in nature for it
to function as a perfect symbol for

future institutional collapse.
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..the danger of such extreme

specialization of administrative purpose
and total separation of the public,
professional domain from the private
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The desires of the self do not wither in
the absence of a private life...The
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become ends in themselves
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(Dickens, 2008, p. 619) “...he did not trust to

time until he had often tried to open Richard’s

eyes. That he had written to him, gone to him,
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talked with him, tried every gentle and
persuasive art his kindness could devise. Our
poor devoted Richard was deaf and blind to
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