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Abstract
Women writers” rhetoric is an attempt to establish women’s stories (which have been lost
or neglected) and to reflect women’s various points of views and thoughts to be heard or
discussed in the society which may maintain conventional cultures. Such stories can be seen in
various forms—Iletters, journals, columns and literary works. This article, therefore, has
investigated Kyung-sook Shin’s, one of the well-known writers in South Korea, novel titled
Please Look after Mother, the bestseller and winner of the Man Asian Literary Prize 2012, in

order to (1) see what type of contents she presents to her readers and (2) her rhetorical style.

Keywords: rhetoric, woman writer, feminism, Kyung-sook Shin
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...(S)he was a human being who harboured
the exact same feeling you had for your
own brothers, and this realization led to the
awareness that she, too, had had a childhood.
From then on, you sometimes thought of
Mother as a child, as a girl, as a young woman,
as a newly-wed, as a mother who had just given

birth to you.

(Nobody Knows, p. 27)
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...(W)hen Father told your siblings that he
and Mother could get to Hyong-chol’s house by
themselves,...Mother and Father rushed towards
the train that had just arrived. Father got on,
and when he looked behind him, Mother wasn’t
there.

(Nobody Knows, p. 9)
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When you first heard Mother had gone missing,
you angrily asked why nobody from your large
family went to pick her and Father up at Seoul
Station.

“And where were you?”

Me? You clammed up. You didn’t find out about
Mother’s disappearance until she’d been gone
four days. You all blamed each other for Mother

going missing, and you all felt wounded.

(Nobody Knows, p. 7)
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...You want to go and look for her in places
where you think she might be, but you know
how she is: she can’t go anywhere by herself in
this city. Hyong-chol designates you to write up
the flyer, since you write for a living. You blush
as if you were caught doing something you
shouldn’t. You aren’t sure how helpful your
words will be in finding Mother.

(Nobody Knows, p. 2)
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All you wanted in life was to leave this house—
when you were young, after you were married,
and even after you had children. The isolation
you felt when it struck you that you would
spend your entire life in this house, in this dull
town stuck in the south of the country, in the
place of your birth—when that happened, you
left home without a word and wandered the

country...
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To earn money, your mother bred silk worms
and brewed malt and helped make tofu. The best
way to make money was not to use it. Mother
saved everything. Sometimes she would sell a
tatty lamp, a worn ironing stone or an old jar to
people from out of town....
(Nobody Knows, p. 58)
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... Mother continued to refuse to let him help
in the fields. ...Mother opened and closed the
door to his room quietly. She silently slid a
plate of boiled sweet potatoes or per-simmon
into the room, then gently closed the door.
When she was younger, Mother was a presence
that got him to continue building his resolve as
a young man, as a human being.

(I'm Sorry, Hyong-chol, p. 96)
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You take your daughter’s book, To Complete
Love. So your wife had wanted to read her
daughter’s novel...You had never even thought
of reading your wife your daughter’s books.
Does anyone else in the family know that your
wife can’t read?...

(I’'m Home, p. 130)
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Honey.
Please remember that you were always a source
of happiness for me...You were the child that
came into this world, the child that reassured
me when I was stuck in sorrow and fear that
another dead baby would be born.

(Another Woman, pp. 196-197)
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...Your wife believed that you did everything
you did because you looked down on her,
because of her illiteracy—leaving home when
you were younger, yelling at her at times,
rudely replying to her questions,...

(I’'m Home, p. 130)

Before you lost sight of your wife on the Seoul
Station underground platform, she was merely
your children’s mother to you....Your wife,
who you’d forgotten about for fifty years,...

(I'm Home, p. 132)
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...Mother asked you to get rose rosary beads
for her if you ever went to that country....

You were quiet.

‘Because you can go anywhere.’

(Nobody Knows, p. 47)
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...I felt regretful and guilty, even though they
were my children.You were the child who freed
me from that feeling. Even when you went to
college and ran around demonstrating, I didn’t
interfere,...I didn’t come to see you when you
were on hunger strike at the famous church they
say is in Myongdong....

(Another Woman, p. 199)
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