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Saddha:  Its Role and Relation to Knowledge in Buddhist Philosophy 
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Abstract 

 This paper aims to study the role of saddha or rational belief and its relation to 
knowledge in Buddhist Philosophy. From the study it is found that saddha plays an important 
role in the knowing process since it is both a prerequisite and a necessary condition for arriving at 
knowledge. Without saddha knowledge is not possible. But saddha itself is not sufficient for 
knowledge. In order to be approved and classified as knowledge those saddha need to be tested 
and verified. Only after a person has experienced and realized the truth of those rational beliefs 
then he can be said to acquire knowledge,  and be able to attain salvation or freedom from all 
pains and sufferings. Knowledge, in this sense, is then the direct or first hand knowledge. 
However, it should also be noted that even though saddha is an important and necessary 
condition for knowledge, it is only an external factor and a means to knowledge. As in the end 
when true knowledge is reached  a  person has no more need for saddha. 
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�4�'�%�0��1'���'��"+,�������%��3��3�-�-
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���(������#-
 (unobservable entities) �
��1�,/�����"�)#-%#5�/�1������5+����%�0�3�3�-����5�2
           
3�-+
�   %��
��-"�)&-������
�	���'"+,��-�!"�!�
+!"�����
����(�� (extrasensory experience) 
)��
�%!-
;��  4�'�/��2
3�-%~�
�(,-��'3�-���
��:1���1�2
%�5.%��+��
�/1�;��!����,���-
%��
����   
+���
"+�
�%&��   �

�%&$'"%�$'"����� ���-�
���� #�$"��-�����'��

�/�1�)�!����,����"��%�0�
�����; ��� %&�� �1��
�   �����-"��1�,/�����"��-
+�
�)&-������
�	�)������%#�$"���(��
"��%�0�������
�	����!"���%"�)��
�%/
���� %�$'"�
��,- %#5� %!-
)/ ������/����)��1'����� 
 ����3�-
�
 )���� ���&.
   ���� 
)��

�#�
+!"��

�%&$'"��'��%#��(����%�0�/�1�����
%�0��1'���'���

������� �%��'+
*+�����

��,-)�p
����'%�0�"�������"���'�2
��.���/2
%�0� 
(necessary condition) !"��

��,-   )����!"��
�%�0��$��p
� %�0���
�2
#�$"/��%�1'��-�!"��
�%!-

�,��

��,-)�����	�!"��
�%�0��<//�+=
+�"�   ����2
����

�%&$'"��'��%#��(����%�0�/�1�����3��
%��+��"���3��"
/;$"3�-
�
%�0�  8�

��,-9  %��
��

�%&$'"��'/�(�
�3�%�0��

��,-3�-����/��-"�
(�
��
��1�,/�����"��-
+������
�	�!"����
/��,-%#5����/�����-
+����-

�
�1'���'%&$'"����/�1�
#�$"�������=
��

�%�0�/�1�!"��1'����� x   �

��,-)�������!"���� ���&.
/��%�0��

��,-    
�$"#��'� �$"%�0��
��,-���%!-
;���

��,-�-
+��%"�   *�+��+���  )��
�%!-
;���

��,-  ���� 
#�$"�

�
%&$'"/��-"�;,������'�-
+�

��,-��'%�0�������
�	����   ���/����� 
�$"�

�%&$'")�����	���'+��
��"�����/��-"�;,�%���'+�)#-%�0�"/����� 
#�$"�

�%&$'"��'��'���*�+(�
��
��
��1�,/��
���"�)#-%#5�
�
%�0�%&������/�1��-
+��%"�   �
���
�1���� ���� 
/��%�0�%��+�
1;� (means) ��'/�
�2
3��,�%�|
#�
+    %�$'"�/
�)��-
+��'�����-
�1'���'/�&�
+)#-�����%!-
;���

�#����-�/
����!�4�'�
%�0�%�|
#�
+3�-�����$"�<..
#�$"�

��,- 3��)&����� 
#�$"�

�%&$'" )������� �
��
/����             
�2
%��+����"�#����4�'�%�0�(,-��'3�-%!-
;���1��
�"��%�0�%�|
#�
+��-

�
 "����� � 4�'�#�
+;��(,-��' 
3���-"������� 
 �$"�-�/
��
�"
��+���� 
4�'�%�0��<//�+=
+�"���-
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1. )�  �1�1���<.#
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�1�1��� ~���#"�����#��&
�1, 2500 )  ��� "�:p�
�1��      
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��

�����%��,  2525)  �2

�
 ���� 
 ����)&-���)��

�#�
+   
���������!"��
�)#-(� (affective aspect) �$")&-)��
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+!"��

���� �

�=���� 4�'������� 
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