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Abstract

The explanations of the rules for using the Preterit and the Imperfect in the A2-level
textbooks and manuals of Spanish are often unclear and do not cover usage in real-life
situations. Besides, this Spanish grammar topic is quite difficult for foreign learners, especially
Thai learners. The purpose of this academic paper is to propose Spanish teachers on how to
explain and illustrate in class the use of these two past tenses in addition to what has usually
been explained in Spanish textbooks and manuals. In this article, it is demonstrated that, to
enable Thai learners to truly understand the use of these past tenses, it is necessary for the
teachers to first explain to their students the aspect of the verbs in both forms as well as the

pragmatic features—an important foundation for further study at a higher level.

Keywords: Spanish past tenses, Preterit, Imperfect, Spanish grammar textbooks
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