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Abstract

This is a research paper aimed at analyzing the technique of construction and
utilizing of Chinese culture representation via costume appeared in Qipao written by
Phongsakorn. The sample in this research selected from purposive sampling which presented
Chinese costume and culture by using the concept of the representation created by Stuart Hall and
the sign of Roland Barthes.

The result found that Qipao of Phongsakorn presented Chinese culture via
costume. There was a construction of Chinese culture by telling the importance of style and color
of Qipao that related to the changes of society, economy, and politics including the consciousness
of people in Chinese society each period influenced on Qipao development for adding cultural
values and inheriting the root of Chinese culture. Qipao is an important part explaining Chinese
culture via costume in Phongsakorn. The 3 of signs were firstly, the dragon meant the power and
sacred position. Secondly, Meihua, the empress, meant the cleverness and determination. Thirdly,
the peony meant an honored woman with values and great. The techniques of construction and
production of meaning of representation towards Chinese culture appeared in Qipao found that

there was a reference of history, politic and tradition linked to the presentation of changes on
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Chinese culture for inheriting Qipao from Qing dynasty until now. Qipao was a costume having

meaning and values for Chinese culture.

Keywords: Chinese culture representation, Qipao, Phongsakorn’s novel
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