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Abstract

Studying Mexican identities in literary essays allows us to understand that
solitude is a key factor creating different characteristics in Mexican identity and personality from
the precolonial era through the first half of the twentieth century. The main objective was to
examine the concept of solitude as an essential foundation for forming Mexican national
characteristics and evaluate how solitude forms Mexican characteristics and identity in Octavio
Paz’s book-length essay El laberinto de la soledad (The Labyrinth of Solitude; 1950). Taken as a
primary text, El laberinto de la soledad consists of eight sections.

Results were that solitude led to formation of multiple, complex, and
overlapping Mexican characteristics. Mexicans are enigmatic, self-contained, evasive, sexist,
adaptable, understanding, and idealistic. In addition, solitude is vital in boosting Mexican self-
awareness and the acceptance of otherness as part of national identity. In this way, the relationship
between Mexican solitude and characteristics indicates that collective Mexican identity consists
of three aspects: conflictive duality of religious belief; concepts of patriarchy and sexism; and

political and social patterns formed nationally and internationally.

Keywords: Essays, Octavio Paz, Solitude, Mexican characteristics, Mexican identity.
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