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Abstract

This research aims to categorize topics of 4.0 Modern Thailand in pieces of
literature criticism reflected by 280 students, the 3 year students, enrolling in English Literature
and Society subject at University of Phayao and analyze reflection of students’ views on the
selected literatures under the theme of 4.0 modern Thailand. The research is conducted with the
theory of Audience Response Criticism which emphasizes the readers’ points of view rather than
the authors’ or the literature’s content. The results show that in terms of literature themes, there
are 11 themes presented in the literary pieces of work selected by all students as followings; 1.
Family and materialism themes are mostly interested at 15.21%. 2. The second interesting theme
is bullying which shows at 13.04%. 3. Social values and violence themes are at 10.86%. 4.
Literary works about social classes, genders and effects of technology are at 8.69%. 5. The themes
of politics are at 4.34%. 6. For the themes of economics and drugs, they are the least topics at

2.17%. In terms of students’ reflection on those selected literary works, it shows that mostly
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students express their concern on the relationship among family members that need to be
strengthened by all, besides there are some good benefits coming from strong relationship among
family members. Students also pay attention to violence both in family and society. This effect
causes so much tragedy in family and society. In terms of genders, social classes, drugs and
economics, students still consider them as a fundamental problem in 4.0 Thai society. There are
problems of gender discrimination, social equivalence and economical and drug problems that
are needed to be solved or seriously recognized to find the way out of them. However, the
interesting point found in this study is that the results of the research do not correspond with 4.0
Modern Thailand policy that seems to focus on the development of technology. On the other hand,
mostly the students are interested in family relationship and social values; whereas, technology,

economics, politics and education are overlooked.

Key words: Literature, Literature and Society, 4.0 Modern Thailand
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