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An Overview of “Pretty Girl” Phenomenon at Motor Show
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Abstract

‘Pretty Girl’ or ‘Pretty’, an attractive woman with good personality who represents
products and brands, is widely used as an effective tool in marketing communication, especially
at the Motor Show --an international automobile business trade fair. According to marketing
perspective, ‘Pretty’ does not influence consumers’ purchasing behavior in high involvement
product like automobile. Marketers only use ‘Pretty’ to invigorate and attract targeted
customers’ attention, which is known as the efficient ‘sex strategy’ in event marketing activity.
Based on the feminist theory, the analysis of ‘Pretty Girl’ phenomenon at the Motor Show
indicates that ‘Pretty’, as an occupation, was emerged under the concept of “patriarchy’; a form
of social organization in which a male is the family head and the title is traced through the male
line, by making female as ‘sex object’ in order to serve ‘male gaze’ concept in our society. Then
and since, the meaning of ‘Pretty’ has been constructed, repeated and reproduced through
marketing communication, and especially in mass media. This phenomenon also shows
the roles of the mass media as the major encoder in meaning construction of ‘Pretty’, over the
meaning selection and agenda setting, and disseminates messages to audiences. Thus, certain

perceived meanings and images of ‘Pretty Girl’ and ‘Pretty’ as an occupation are emerged
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among audiences. Consequently, sexual discourses and myth, in either positive or negative side,
are also created, causing the conflict of thoughts in a row. Indeed, the ‘Pretty Girl” phenomenon
at Motor Show has also reflected the sensitive gender communication problem in Thai society.
For the resolving recommendation, this article hints that the importance of better understanding
of ‘gender’ and ‘sexuality’ must be raised among every concerning organization in the society.
In addition, the disputable sexual discourses and myths that are represented within the mass
media and the society should be reexamined. Moreover, critical evaluation of sexual discourses
and myths, which are contrary to virtues of Thai culture and customs, must be considered,
whilst the meaning reconstruction of the sexual myths conforming to the current social context
should be replaced. Those are the ways to reach an effective gender communication in the
future.

Keywords: marketing communication, gender communication, sexual discourses and myths.
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