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Citizen's literacy Campaign in the Regime of Field Marshal

P. Pibulsonggram from 1940 — 1944 A.D.
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Abstract

The campaign for the citizen’s literacy was conducted for the first time between
1940-1944 A.D. in the regime of Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram. The government conducted it
in the form of formal adult education, starting with the scope of personnel development in the
governmental system, then expanding to citizen throughout the country.

The purpose of the government’s campaign was to indoctrinate the thoughts, to
publicize the nation-building policy to the citizen through education, and to show that the
country was as civilized as those civilized ones. The operations included persuasive advertising,
indirect force to the needs, use of the state-power mechanism, declared state convention and the
Literacy Promotion Act.

During that period, the operations for citizen’s literacy campaign depended upon
the security of the leader’s power. It could be seen that when Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram
was out of power, the campaign was immediately stopped since it was considered that this
campaign was conducted in the inappropriate time due to the country’s situations in World War
I, and Citizen’s care should care for their lives, well-being and were safety more important than
literacy.

Keywords: Literacy Campaign, Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram
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