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Abstract

This research has two objectives: 1) to study the fortune giving ghost
motif in The Real Ghosts TV show which was presented on YouTube during 2019-
2020 and, 2) to study the beliefs related to the fortune giving shost in The Real Ghosts
TV show which was presented on YouTube during 2019-2020 and their role in
contemporary Thai society. This research is qualitative research using motif and
functionalism concepts in order to analyze conversations in The Real Ghosts TV show
that aired on YouTube between April 2019 to May 2020 for 9 episodes. Descriptive
and analytical methods were used for the results of the study.

The results of the research were as follows: the fortune giving ghost
motifs found include: 1) ghost in the tree 2) pregnant lady who died and became a
ghost 3) guardian spirit and 4) cemetery ghost. From the study of beliefs related to
the fortune giving ghost and their role in contemporary Thai society, the role of beliefs
about various matters in contemporary Thai society were found, namely: 1) the
belief that ghosts contribute to the rewards of gambling 2) the belief that ghosts can
help one progress in life, and 3) the belief that ghosts contribute to the fulfillment
of love. The study of motifs and the role of mystical beliefs that bring good luck
shows the creation of content in the ghost program that reflects beliefs and needs
in contemporary Thai society. That is, people want to have a mental refuge and have

the expectation that the supernatural is real.

Keywords: Motif, Ghost, Supernatural, Functionalism
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