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Abstract

Nowadays, media products in the Yaoi (or boys’ love/BL) genre have
become very popular, both in Thailand and in other countries, including so-called
Y-novels and Y-series. Authors of Yaoi novels thus have an important role in
spreading values related to male same-sex love in Thai society, which appears to
be more accepting of male-male relationships than before. These issues kindled
the researcher’s interest to study a Yaoi novelist’s perspectives and viewpoints on
sexual and gender diversity through her writings. This qualitative study presents a
case study of a Yaoi novelist who goes by the penname Bacteria. The researcher
conducted an in-depth interview with the author and analyzed three of her works.
Five themes emerged from the data regarding the author’s perspectives toward
gender and sexual diversity: 1) love in male-male couples; 2) power and sexual
roles of the characters; 3) issues around the families and friends of the characters,
4) social issues; and 5) the author’s viewpoints on female characters. These five
themes reflect that while the author has positive views on gender and sexual
diversity, considers issues of equality and the right to choose whom to love, the
Yaoi genre still influences her perspectives in how to present the characters’ roles
within a patriarchal relationship, and her belief that society still does not truly

accept them.

Keywords: Y, Yaoi, Author, Queer, Gender diversity
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wneuduRusNIaNA warUsznisian usuuamusnidudgauni auwuuguiien

4
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