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Sugar Production from Palmyra Palm in Banlad District, Petchburi Province:

Socio-Cultural Changes, Adaptations to Occupational Trends
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Abstract
This qualitative research aims at studying the socio-cultural changes in the
occupation of producing sugar from palmyra palm in Banlad District, Petchburi Province; it
studies people’s adaptation, technological needs, economics, and social support, including the
analysis of the trend to continue in this occupation.
The demographic profile of the sample comprises five groups of people. Fifty people

were chosen using the method of snowball sampling. The researchers and the staff collected the
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data during the field trip using in-depth interview and having conversations with members of
the focus group together with participation and non-participation observations.

The findings are as follows:

1. Regarding the production of palmyra palm sugar in Banlad District, Petchburi
Province, it was found that Banlad District consists of 115 villages in 18 sub-districts. Only 291
people have the occupation of producing sugar.

2. Regarding the effects of socio-cultural changes on the occupation, it was found
that the traditional way of producing palmrya palm sugar has declined because of the socio-
cultural changes totally four dimensions. The first concerns the ecological dimension. The
second concerns the socio-cultural dimension. The third concerns the economic dimension. The
fourth concerns the educational dimension.

3. As for adaptation, the technological and economic needs, and the social support,
the findings were that the farmers lower the palmyra palm sugar production and increase the
rice farming production; they also try to apply modern technology; they adjust the production
by launching the less expensive melt sugar in place of the genuine and more expensive palmyra
palm sugar production.

4. Regarding the trend to preserve palmyra palm sugar production, the findings
indicate that the traditional way of production using the raw material from the palm grown in
their rice fields at the end of the farm plot is decreasing and may disappear within the next 30
years. The traditional way of production has been adjusted by applying some technology and
local wisdom. The sugar production from the palmyra palm plantation is likely to develop into a
multinational agribusiness in the future.

Keywords: Sugar Production from Palmyra Palm, Socio-Cultural Changes, Adaptations,

Occupational Trends
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