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The Changes of Village Civil Society: Expansion and Sustainability in Ban Khum
Community, Khu Muang Sub-district, Maha Chanachai District, Yasothon Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the characteristics of 3 villages civil
society, to analyze factors related to the changes of the Village Civil Society (VCS) which
expanded to the other two villages, and to study the impacts of VCS on Ban Khum community
(former, Mu 2) and others (Mu 6 and Mu 9). The research study was based on the qualitative
methodology.

Results of study were that: 1) the characteristics of 3 villages were a developing VCS in
1985, initiated by the needs of villagers, and managed from the bottom up operation; 2) factors
related to expand VCS from Ban Khum community to the other two villages were the
government policy of one million baht village fund development, readiness of human resource
development in administrative organizations, decentralization of local organizations, expansion
of members and increasing of saving, learning organization development, and basic
infrastructure development; and 3) the impacts of VCS on Ban Khum community and others
were the learning process and understanding community problems, the operations for the
community problem solving, role consciousness of VCS influencing on community ways of
life, and the sustainability development of VCS concept.

Keywords: village civil society, impacts, expansion and sustainability
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