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TOSHUSAI SHARAKU ‘Ukiyoe artist’

Tnylas ¥2519 Insnsnanmga loy

Takuji Wakabayashi'

Abstract

The objective of this article is to find out who exactly was SHARAKU. Nowadays,
SHARAKU was a well-known Ukiyoe artist, as famous as HOKUSAI, and HIROSHIGE.
However, his real identity was very controversial for a long time, though almost 100 books
about SHARAKU’s life were published after World War II. As a result, the real identity has
become more obscure.

Many accounts about SHARAKU’s life had been told and recorded since Edo period
from his contemporary. Anyway, for people like us who live 200 years later, this seems to be
doubtful. Therefore, many researched have been done to confirm its reliability. From studying
those researches, the researcher makes sure to find that SHARAKU was SAITO JUROBE, a
Noh actor from Awa clan.

Keywords: Ukiyoe artist; Edo period; a Noh actor; Awa clan
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