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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study and compare the fundamental
frequency values of the Thai Tones of Prachuap Khiri Khan, considering the factor of
age. The researcher collected data from people living in eight districts: Huahin, Pran
Buri, Sam Roi Yot, Kui Buri, Mueng, Thap Sakae, Bang Saphan and Bang Saphan Noi.
The male informants were divided into two groups: adolescents and seniors, totaling
96 people, all pronouncing the desired word in the sentence frame. The word lists
are related to the tone box concept. The 5,760 tokens in this research were analyzed
by the Praat program. The results showed that the tonal system of the two groups
of Prachuap Khiri Khan speakers of the Thai dialect (adolescents and seniors) is the
same. The first system has 5 phonemes which correspond to the Middle Thai dialect.
The second system has 4 phonemes which correspond to the combination of Middle
and Southern Thai dialects. The findings help to interpret that the age factor does
not affect the tonal pronunciation of Prachuap Khiri Khan speakers of the Thai dialect.

Keywords: Thai Dialect, Pracuap Khiri Khan, Tone, Acoustic Phonetics, Variation by Age
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