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Abstract

This article aims to study the function of /cec LN/ in Thai discourse. Against what is

indicated in a previous research, it is found that when /coc LN/ appears between utterances, it

doesn’t function as a discourse marker with additive and causal meaning, but as a topic marker.

The topic marked by /cec LN/ may be a component or all information expressed in a preceding

utterance and it may be referred by the use of substitution, repetition or ellipsis. As the word

/oecIN/ in the function of topic marker is invariable, has no syntactic function and has

procedural meaning, which leads to the connection between utterances and to discourse

coherence, it can be considered as discourse marker. And, in my opinion, it should be included

in the same group as those that function in the discourse structure level.
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