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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the content of Thai literary works in order to illustrate
elderly people’s ways of life and their relationships with their families. The research employed
content analysis, interpretation, and focus group discussion to investigate a total of 50 novels
and short stories. This study found that the most frequent themes were conflict and conflict
management between younger and older generations in the family. The largest number of plots
found in this study revealed a realistic approach that reflects the simple way of life of the
elderly, as they engage in routine, typical activities such as socializing and taking part in
hobbies, usually with other people of their age who have similar interests. Furthermore, the
story lines indicated that a number of elderly people paid attention to merit making and sermons
by monks. Although their personality was usually presented as reliable and warm, their
relationships with younger generations were displayed in a relatively negative manner. The
stories, however, showed that such negative relationships could be improved with forgiveness,
love, and sincerity. Happiness for the elderly is seeing their children’s success, having love and
warmth in their families, being healthy, being able to take care of their children’s children, and
having access to Dharma teachings, while their great miseries are loneliness and living in the

past.

Key words: Elderly, literature, relationships, and family
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