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ABSTRACT

This is a study of reduplication in Tae-Tsiw Chinese spoken in Bangkok. The data
were collected from the native Tae-Tsiw Chinese speakers aged between 54-70 years who
have been living in Bangkok for 20 years. The study consists of the structures and types
of Tae-Tsiw Chinese reduplication, the reduplication and tones, as well as the reduplication
and their meanings.

The findings of the study found that the reduplication in Tae-Tsiw Chinese may be either
word reduplication or syllabic reduplication according to the number of syllables, the
reduplication can be devided into 3 types: two syllabic reduplicatives, three syllabic
reduplicatives and four syllabic reduplicatives. While the patterns of reduplicative consist
of both the continuous reduplicative words and The discontinuous reduplicative words. The
first one has seven patterns and the second has five respectively, and each pattern is
based on the two reduplicative words. The tones of reduplication may be changed from the
original tones except the mid-level tone. The meanings of the new reduplicative words
may be changed from the original meaning or the new meaning depending upon the tones,

and grammatical categories as well as the position of reduplication of phrases or sentences.

Keywords: Tae-Tsiw Chinese, reduplication, syllable, meaning
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