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Abstract
The relation between Siam and France in the reign of King Narai the Great is one of the
most researched topics of Ayudhya studies. In this article, the author attempt to study why Louis
XIV was interested in Siam by considering the role of Missions Etrangéres de Paris (MEP). It is
found that because of the conflict between MEP and Padroado priests, MEP priests seeked for
the support of Louis XIV court. In 1684 Bénigne Vachet wrote a letter which explained why

French king should have a contact with Siam. Although the letter was full of lie, this document

and the role of Vachet pushed on Louis XIV to send his ambassador to Siam in 1685.
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