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ก��� �����
�����!��	"#$%&����'�ก�(� 

Context Clues 
 

                                                                                                  ��. �������	
  ���ก��1  
                                                                    

��� �2& 

ก����	�������ก�������������ก���	������ �!	�"	 ��ก��ก���#�	�������ก��$��%#�
��&	��ก���'(�)�*���	 4 ��ก�� *,� -.� /0� �#�	 �1'!	 �'(*%���0ก2.��34�ก5�1�"	�	3�0#	�ก��ก����"�6�#
1�"	%57�/,"	8�	�������ก���'(*%���'!	 �/,(��34	�ก��ก�������9	)���ก��ก���#�	�������ก�� 
 ���&	ก��6$ 1*%���04���/%57�ก�� 6����*:	:�!'����	����	:�ก!�*:�ก��5%��	
 �4             
��	�3��ก��
 ��*	5*ก����	�#�	�'3��!%5�'6��ก�����*%��3��!��/�
6��14�*%��$�ก��5��
3�,�14�*%��6%��4��$��%#���&	��*	5*%5�'3	�(��'(*%���	6ก#	�ก��ก�� 	�ก���������
���!�ก�

�/,(�ก����	�������ก�� �46�#�������%5�'ก�����*%��3��!��/�
$�ก��5����ก����&	                  
5 �������4%!ก�	 6�#��������$�7#%!�34	�ก��ก����'!	�04%5�'ก�����*%��3��!��/�
�3�#6��
14�*%���	���:!*<��<4�	 �4 �%���"�ก���74��*	5*�%���ก%5�'�'(��'!	�� <�(��4%	7#%!�34	�ก��ก��
*4	*%��3��!1����/�
�3�# 6��14�*%���'(�	��� �#�14��$*%��3��! �4 

��������3:     ��5�� �5(���ก��43�,�14�*%��7'"6	� ��ก��ก���#�	 
 

 

 

 

 
1���������$��!
 ��*%57��������ก��6�����������
 *��	��!�����
 �3�%5�!���!���*)�63� 
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Abstract 
Using English at the university level in Thailand requires that students have four skills: 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Among the four skills, reading is one of the most 
important skills for students to have.  When students have mastered this skill, they can use it to 
help them to understand many fields of study and to increase their knowledge of the outside 
world.  There are many strategies that can help students increase their reading skill, and context 
clues is one of them.  Applied linguists have classified this technique into five kinds of context 
clues, such as finding the definition clues and experience clues as well as the general sense 
context clues, which is the most common kind of context clue.  All kinds of context clues will 
help readers guess a word[s meaning or make sense of a complicated discourse. 

Keywords:     Context, clues, context clues, reading skill. 
 
���� 
 ��ก��ก���#�	�������ก����&	��ก��
3	�( ��'(�) �*��6��$)� ��&	�!# ��!5( ��) �3���
	�ก��ก�������������ก�� *%�������9�	
ก���#�	14�*%���������ก�� �4  $���&	
ก��6$�)�*���)�3���	�ก��ก���'($� 1�0#:�ก
63#�*%���04�	��1�%5�!�ก���#�� ] ����	���
6����*:	:�!'�3�# ] �'(�ก5�1�"	 0̂4�'(�#�	��ก

6���#�	��() � ����!#���14��$ �14�9��6��
/�_	���"��	��� ���*����14��6�����*�:�ก
 �4 ก����4����ก��ก���#�	�34�ก5�1�"	 ก���)�
 �4:�!����!��*	5*�#�� ] %5�'3	�(��'(���$�/�
�	�)�����	�#�	�������ก�� �46ก# %5�'���
*%��3��!��/�
6��14�*%��$�ก��5��3�,�  
context clues 	�(	��� (Sasao, 2011) 
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����
���$&� Context clues  
Context 3��!9�� ��5��3�,�14�*%��

6%��4���/,(�7#%!�34�14��$*%��3��! ��5��
��$��&	*)� ] ��'!% ��&	%�'3�,����:!*�'(�!0#
�ก�4��/�
�3�#	�"	 

Clues 3��!9�� �5(���ก��4 �#%	�'(7'"6	� 
(Cuesta College, 2003) 
 Context clues *,� *)���ก��43�,�14�*%��
7'"6	��'(^04�1'!	��#���/,(�7#%!�34 0̂4�#�	�����9
	5!��*%��3��!1��*)���/�
!�ก *)���/�
�3�#
�'( �#�*!�3f	��ก#�	3�,��/,(�7#%!�34 0̂4�#�	 
9��*%�� 6��3�,�14�*%���'(!�ก6ก#ก��
�14��$ *)���ก��43�,�%�'7'"6	���$���กg�!0#
��!�	���:!*��'!%ก�	ก����/�
!�ก	�"	 3�,�
��$�!0#ก#�	*)���/�
!�ก	�"	กf �4  
 
'� ��#����A�ก��AB% context clues 

 ��,(�����#�	14�*%���������ก���	         
�	��h�3	�(� ] 3�,��	�������	3�,���*%��
������3	�(� ���!#����#�3%���14��$*%��3��!
�	14�*%��	�"	 ] ���*��"�ก���#�	1�����        
 �#����,(	 ����5���/�
���*)�3�,� �#�14��$%�'   
���%�' ��,(�ก���#�	1������'��	7���ก��	�4%!
�3��^����ก�#�%	'"  ���*%�3���%7#%!��7#%!���

*4	��/�
!�ก3�,����*%��%�'�'(�14��$!�ก	�"	 
3	�(��	��%7#%!	�"	กf*,� context clues 3�,�%5�'
���*%��3��!��/�
!�ก:�!����!��5��3�,�
14�*%��6%��4���/,(�7#%!�34�14��$*%��3��! 
 �ก�5 0̂4�1'!	��*%��3�,� 0̂4�1'!	�)���        
�04�'%#� ��,(� �กf����'( �1��4����	�*)���/�

�h/�� *)���/�
�3�# ] �'( 0̂4�#�	 �#�04 �1�*%�$�
�34*)���/�
3�,�%�'�'(7#%! 0̂4�#�	�34�14��$��/�

�3�# ] �3�#�	�"	�4%! *)�3�,�%�'�'(���5��14��� 
	'"63��*,�*)�3�,�%�'��ก��4 0̂4 �1'!	$�%��
*)���/�
3�,�%�'��5��!*%���3�#�	'" %4�ก�4�*'!�
ก����/�
�3�#	�"	 ] ��,(� 0̂4�#�	��5(���'!	�046��
���3	�ก%#��'*)���ก��43�,�%�'��5��!*%��
�!0#�ก�4�*'!�ก����/�
�'(�	 �#�14��$	�"	 0̂4�#�	
$���'!	�04%5�' ���*%��3��!1����/�
 6��           
����!��%���'(�4����i�/$	�	�ก���/,(�3�
*%��3��!1����/�
 �3�#	�"	��ก*��" � � 
(Dictionary.com, 2014) 

ก��3�*%��3��!1��*)���/�
$�ก��5��
�'*%���)�*���!#��!5(��	ก���#�	�������ก�� 
�	,(��$�ก$�7#%!�34 0̂4�#�	�����9�#�	 �4
�14��$6���#�	 �4��f%1�"	 :�! �#�4��*�!ก��%�
ก��ก����i�/$	�	�ก�� 0̂4�1'!	�����'%#��4��
�,(����ก�� 0̂4�#�	 #̂�	�����%��ก����#�	�"	 
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0̂4�1'!	$��/!�!���1'!	�34�#�	�#�! �14��$�#�! 
�/,(� 0̂4�#�	$� �4����04  ��'!	�04  �	�5(��'( 0̂4 �1'!	
�4��ก���,(���9�� ���	�"	 0̂4�1'!	$��74��*	5*
�#�� ] �	ก���1'!	�/,(��34 0̂4�#�	�#�	��,(���'(

0̂4�1'!	�1'!	 �4�14��$ �#%	 0̂4�#�	�4���74��*	5*
�#�� ] �	ก���#�	�/,(��34�#�	6�4%�14��$���ก��

0̂4�1'!	  (Guessing meaning from context, 

2014) 
�	�(� 0̂4�#�	��*%���������ก��3�,�

	�ก��ก���'(�	�$��ก���������ก��$�ก�)���
��" � 3� � !  !#�� ��� 3	� ก%# � ก� ��04 *) ��� / �

�������ก��$)�	%	��ก$���&	/,"	8�	�)�*��            
7#%!�34ก���#�	��*%�� 3	���,� 3�,� �)���
�������ก�� �4*�#��6*�#% �%���f% 6��
�	���ก���ก�	 ก���/5(�/0	*)���/�
�3�# ]  
!#���)� �4:�!ก���#�	14�*%���������ก�� 
h�	�"	 ̂ 04�#�	�'(h���!#�����3	�ก9��*%���)�*��
1�� Context clues 6�����:!7	
�'($� �4���
$�กก��	)� context clues ��7#%!�	ก���#�	 
(Dictionary.com, 2014) 

 
 

ก��	2���#�C�$&� Context clues 
 	�ก���������
���!�ก�
�/,(�ก����	
�������ก��6�#�������1�� context clues 
 %4�#�� ] ก�	 JoDee Walters (2006, p.178) 
ก�#�%9��^���	%5$�!1�� Baumann et al. (2002) 

0̂4<�(�6�#� context clues ��ก��&	 8 ������ 
 �46ก# word definitions, synonyms, appositives, 
antonyms, examples, summary, figurative 
language, and mood, tone or setting. Thirawat 
Tanthanis (2009, pp. 1-3) 6�#� context clues 
��ก��&	 6 7	5�  �46ก# 
 1.   Definition Clues 
 2. Synonym or Comparison Clues 

3. Contrast Clues 
4. Experience or Inference Clues 
5. Example Clues 
6. Explanation Clues 

0̂4 �1'!	��*%��	'"6�#�������1�� 
context clues ��ก��&	 5 �������3�# :�!
��'!�����)����ก���)�*%���14��$$�ก�#�! �
3�!�ก ���	'" 
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��#�C����
�D�� Definition/Description Clue 
 0̂4�1'!	$��34*)�$)�ก��*%��3�,�*)���5��!
��/�
�3�#�	���:!*��'!%ก�	3�,��	���:!*
9�� � *)���ก��4�/,(�	5!��*)�	�"	���ก���4%! 
 1. *)�ก�5!��'(3��!9���5(�	'"*,��5(�	�"	 
3�,�  x = y   *)�ก�5!��3�#�	'" �46ก#  be, mean, 
define, be called (�������	
 ���ก�� 6��         
�#����' :�������58, 2549, 3	4� 187) 
Example: 

 a. Haberdashery, which is a store that 
sells men[s clothing, is becoming more common 
today. 
 *)�	5!��1�� haberdashery กf*,� a 
store that sells men[s clothing �5(��'(��ก��4
 �46ก# verb to be visw (Lower Dauphin High 
School, 2014)  
 2. *)��7,(��*%�� (connectors or discourse 
markers) �74�7,(��*%���/,(���5��!  �7#	  that is, 
Examples: 

 a. His emaciation, that is, his skeleton-
like appearance, was frightening to see. 
 %�' vSkeleton-like appearancew ��&	
*)�$)�ก��*%��1��*)�%#� vemaciationw (Miami 
Dade College, 2005)   	�ก$�ก	'" 0̂4�1'!	$��34

*%��3��!1��*)���/�
�3�#:�!ก��	5!�� ���$�
����ก� �4$�ก*)���ก��4<�(���&	*)��7,(��*%��
*%�*0#ก�	 �ก���*�,(��3��!%��*��	 ���
��%�!#���7#	 
 b.  Scientists use a special method, or 
way of doing things, in their work. 
  0̂4 �1'!	��ก*%��3��!1��*)�%#� 
vmethodw %#���&	�5(���'!%ก�� vway of doing 
thingsw :�!�74�*�,(��3��! v , w *�(	14�*%��
6���74*)��7,(��*%�� vorw :!�*%�� 
 3. �*�,(��3��!%��*��	 (punctuation) 
�7#	 commas, dashes, parentheses �)�3	4��'(��ก
*)�$)�ก��*%��1��*)��'(��14��3	4��*�,(��3��!
%��*��		�"	 
Examples: 

 a. Fluoroscopy, examination with a 
fluoroscope, has become a common practice. 
  �*�,(��3��! commas 14��3	4�6��
14��3���%�' vexamination with a fluoroscopew 
�#�7'"%#�%�'	'"��&	*)�	5!��1��*)�%#�  vfluoroscopyw 
 b. The dudeen { a short - stemmed 
clay pipe { is found in Irish Folk tales. 
 �*�,(��3��! dash (1'�!�%ก���*)�)           
�'(*�(	14�*%�� |a short-stemmed day pipe[
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�#���ก%#�%�'	'"��&	*)�$)�ก��*%��1��*)�%#� dudeen 
(Miami Dade College, 2005) 
 c. It is likely that the published 
works themselves are mutable: they might 
now look different. 
  ���:!*14���4		'"�'*)���/�
�3�#*,� 
mutable 0̂4�1'!	 �4��5��!*)���/�
 %4�	���:!*
�'(���3����*�,(��3��! colon ���	�"	 0̂4�#�	���
 �4%#� mutable 3��!9�� look different (Sasao, 
2011) 
 d. Cocktail-drug therapy (a treatment 
using a combination of drugs) has becoming 
popular in contemporary medication) (Supaporn 
Martin & Tongluk Ketkarn, 2005, p. 68) 
 ��������9���*%��3��!1��*)��'(
1'���4	��4 �4%#� 3��!9�� 14�*%���'(�!0#�	
%���f�	�(	��� �	,(��$�ก�*�,(��3��!%���f�          
�'3	4��'(�#���ก%#� *)�3�,�14�*%����!�	
�*�,(��3��!%���f� *,� *)�	5!��1!�!*%��*)�
3�,�%�'�'(�!0#14��3	4��*�,(��3��!%���f�	�"	 
 ก�#�%:�!���� �*�,(��3��!%��*��	
�	�������ก���'*%���)�*�� 6�#���*�,(��3��!
�)�3	4��'(�#�� ] �	���:!* �7#	 ��5��! �34
��%�!#�� 1!�!*%�� 3�,��	4	14�*%���'(�!0#

3	4��*�,(��3��!%��*��	�3�#�	�"	 h�	�"	           
0̂4�'(�	�$��,(��  context clues   *%���ก��3�

*%���04�ก'(!%ก��3	4��'(�#�� ] 1���*�,(��3��!
%��*��	 ��"�	'" �/,(�	)�*%���04	�"	������ก�
*%���	���:!*6�����*%��3��!1����/�

�3�#�'(���กg (�������	
 ���ก�� 6���#����' 
:�������58, 2549, 3	4� 182-183) 
 4. *%���04�ก'(!%ก��   Appositive   *,� 
	��%�'<�(�3��!*%���!#����'!%ก��*)�	���'(	)�3	4� 
�����ก�74 appositive 6�	�	����:!* �#%	�3�#
����74 appositive �/,(��#���ก�ก'(!%ก����**� 
��ก8�	�3�,��)�63	#�1����**� :�!�ก�57,(�
��**�3�,��)�63	#�$���ก#�	*)�	���'(���3�,� 
appositive $����3���:�!�'�*�,(��3��!$����**�(	   
(Olanvoravuth, 2009, p. 44) �����%�!#���#� �	'" 
Examples: 

 a. Mr. Cummings, our General 
Manager, will be here tomorrow. 
 b. Our General Manager,                     
Mr. Cummings, will be here tomorrow. 
  �	��%�!#�����:!* a. our General 
Manager ��&	 appositive ��&		��%�'�'(ก�#�%
<")�*)�	���'(��14��3	4�<�(���&	%�'1!�!14�*%�� 
Mr.Cummings. 
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 �	��%�!#�����:!*  b.  Mr. Cummings 
��&	 appositive 	��%�'�'(��&	��**���'!%ก�	
ก��*)�	���'(	)�3	4��� 
 Panatip Pinijsakkul (2002, p.116) ��5��!
�/5(���5�%#� 	��%�' appositive �ก�5$����3���
*)��'(��	��5��!3�,��#���ก 6�#กf�'�3�,�	ก�	�'( 
appositive $���ก#�	*)��'(��	1!�! ��%�!#���7#	 
Examples: 

a. A smart Dalmatian, Odd Ball was 
my favorite dog.  
 b. The American businessman who 
disappeared in the Malaysian jungle in 1967, 
Jim Thompson put Thai silk on the map 
when he sent a sample of the fabric to the 
editor of Vogue magazine in 1947. 
 %�'�'(1'���4	��4�	��%�!#�� a. 6�� b. 
�)�3	4��'(��&	 appositive �'(��ก#�	%�'�'(1!�!
3�,���5��!*%�� 
 
��#�C�����&� Synonym/Restatement Clue 
 0̂4�#�	�����93�*%��3��!1����/�
�3�#
 �4:�!����ก�14�*%���'(ก�#�%<")� 6���74*)���/�

��'!��#�!�'( 0̂4�#�	*�4	�*! 14�*%���'(ก�#�%<")�	'"
$��!0#�ก�4�*'!�ก��*)���/�
!�ก3�,���/�
�3�#

	�"	 :�������ก %4����%#� Synonym *,� *)��'(
�'*%��3��!�!#����'!%ก�	 (Miami Dade College, 
2005) 
Examples: 

 a. Flooded with spotlights { the focus 
of all attention { the new Miss America began 
her year-long reign.  She was the cynosure of 
all eyes for the rest of the evening. 
 *)�%#� vcynosurew 	'" 0̂4�#�	�����9
���*%��3��! �4%#� 3��!9�� vthe focus of all 
attentionw 
 b. The mountain pass was a tortuous 
road, winding and twisting like a snake 
around the trees of the mountainside. 
 *%��3��!1��  vtortuousw   *,� 
vwinding and twistingw  
 
��#�C������� Antonym/ Contrast Clue 
 Antonyms *,� *)��'(�'*%��3��!���ก�	14�� 
*)���ก��4������	'"$��34*%��3��!1����/�

�3�#�'(��� �#�04$�ก	�"	 :�!�34*)��'(�'*%��3��!
�#��ก�	�	�0�*)���/�
�#�! ] �'(����046�4% 	�ก$�ก	'" 

0̂4�#�	$��4������ก�*)��7,(��*%���'(���กg 
��& 	*) � �7,( �� * %� � �'( 6� �� * %� � 6!4 � ก� 	
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���ก�	14��ก�	 �7#	 valthoughw, vhoweverw, 
vbutw (Miami Dade College, 2005)  
Examples: 

 a. When the light brightens, the pupils 
of the eyes contract; however, when it grows 
darker, they dilate. 
 0̂4�#�	$�����ก� �4%#�14�*%���	
���:!*6�ก$�6!4�ก�����:!*3��� ����ก� 
 �4$�ก*)��7,(�� vhoweverw 0̂4�#�	6����/�
�'(
6�� �4�7#	 brightens, darker <�(��'*%��3��!
���14��ก�	 �#�$�ก	�"	���กf$��*0#*%��6��6��
*%��3��!��/�
�34���ก�	14��ก�	���	'" 
 !���'(6���%#���$5�$4� pupils of our 
eyes $��)���ก�� contract 6�#��,(�6��1��ก1��% 
pupils of our eyes กf$��'��ก�� dilate  h�	�"	 
*%��3��!1�� dilate �4�����ก�	14��ก�� 
contract  6	# ] 3�ก  contract  3��!9�� 3���% 
dilate 	#�$�6��%#� 1!�!��% 
 b. Although some men are loquacious, 
others hardly talk at all. 
 *)��7,(��*%�� although ��ก 0̂4�#�	
�34����%#� 14�*%���	���:!*	'"6!4�ก�	 h�	�"	
*%��3��!1�� loquacious 	#�$����ก�	14��ก��  
hardly talk at all  	�(	*,�  loquacious  3��!9�� 

7#��/0�7#��*�! 	�(	��� (College Reading Skills 
Program, 2014) 
 
��#�C������� Example Clue 
 ���*��"� ��,(� 0̂4�# �	/�*)���/�
�'( �#�04          
*)�6�� �34��� �ก���%�!#���'( 0̂4 �1'!	!ก��          
�/,(�7#%! 0̂4�#�	���*%��3��!��/�
	�"	 0̂4�#�	
$�/�*)�%#� including, like, such as, for 
instance, for example *)��7,(��*%���3�#�	'"$�
7'"��ก*%��3��!1����/�
�'( 0̂4�#�	 �#����
*%��3��! �����%�!#��1�� Example Clues          
�'(   Cheryl Pavlik (2007,  p.119)   !ก��6���
����#� �	'" 
Examples: 

 a. Natural disasters such as floods 
and earthquakes, occur regularly. 
  	�ก$�ก	'" �*�,(��3��!%��*��	�'(

0̂4�1'!	�74 $��%#���&	 punctuation clue <�(�7#%!
0̂4�#�	�34���*%��3��!��/�
�'( �#�04�	���:!* �4

 b. Bears are omnivorous. They will 
eat anything: other mammals, birds, fruit, 
plants, nuts, or fish. 

�	��%�!#�� b. 14�*%��14��3���
�*�,(��3��!  colon (:) $�7#%!��5��!%#�  anything 
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�'(3�'ก5	 �46ก#�� ��4�� 7#%!�34 0̂4�#�	���� �4%#�  
omnivorous   *%�3��!9���� � 
 ���:!*��%�!#�� c. 6�� d. �#� �	'"
	)���$�ก3�%14� Context Clues (Sacramento 
City College, 2014) 
 c. The department store carries a 
variety of breeches, for example they carried 
Levis, Wranglers, and even some plain 
unlabeled brands made of cotton. 
  0̂4�#�	�����9��� �4%#��4�	*4�	'"1�!
�5	*4�������ก���ก� :�!����ก�$�ก!'(34�
ก���ก�!'	��#	���3��!!'(34��'(!ก�� �7#	 Levis, 
Wrangler. 
 d. The floors of the restaurant were 
extremely scuzzy. They were covered with 
spilled grease, crumbs of flood, and cigarette 
butts. 
  ���*��"� 0̂4�1'!	��ก*%��3��!1��
��/�
�3�#	�"	:�!ก��/��	�*%���ก'(!%ก��
���/6%��4��1���9�	�'(	�"	 �/,(��34 0̂4�#�	
�����9���*%��3��!1��*)�*���/�
 scuzzy 
 �4:�! �#!�ก �	�'(	'"  scuzzy 3��!9�� dirty 
	�(	��� 
 

��#�C����
%� Experience or Inference Clues 
 0̂4�#�	����!*%���04��5�6�������ก��

1���	����	ก�����*%��3��!��/�
�'( �#�*!�3f	
��ก#�	 	�ก$�ก	'"����
6��	")���'!��'(���กg
�	14�*%����$7#%!�34^04�#�	*4	3�*%��3��!
1��*)���/�
	�"	 �4�4%! (Tanthanis, 2009, p. 2) 
�����%�!#�����:!*�#� �	'" 
 Examples: 

 a. There was a great catastrophe in 
the town after the typhoon. The governor 
expected to restore relative calm rapidly. 
 0̂4�#�	�����9���*%��3��!1��*)�%#� 
|catastrophe[  $�ก�����ก��
�'(�	����*!
�������%#� �� �$��ก5�1�"	��!3���$�ก/�!�
 �42��	/�� #̂�	��,�� �	��5��	'" *)� ] 	'"3��!9��
*%��/5	�� *%��3�!	� 	�(	��� 
 b. When we stayed at the military 
base, each Saturday we went to the commissary 
to buy the food and supplies we would need 
for the next week. 
  6�4%#� 0̂4�#�	$� �#�*!�'�����ก��

 ��	�9�	�'(�'(��'!ก%#� commissary ��ก#�	 
6�#$�กก��6��14�*%��6%��4���'(6�� �4 

0̂4�#�	!#����� �4%#� *)�	�"	 3��!9�� a store for  
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food and supplies that is located on a military 
base (Cuesta College, 2003)  
 ก��6�#�������1�� context clues 
	�"	 ����)���กf6!ก Inference clue ��ก�#��3�ก
 �#�%�ก�� Experience Clue 6������)���กf�/5(� 
General Knowledge or Logic Clue ��&	7	5�
�'(3ก 3	4��'(1�� 0̂4�#�	กf*,��)�*%���14��$
*)���5��!7	5�1�� Context clues �0��%�!#��
���:!*�'( 0̂4�1'!	!ก��6��� �)�6��2�ก3���%� 
��,(�2�ก2	��ก1�"	 0̂4�#�	$������9�74%5�'���
*)���/�
$�ก��5�� �4*�#��6*�#%!5(�1�"	 7#%!�34

0̂4�#�	��&		�ก�#�	�'(�'����5��5��/ 
 
Inference clue 
 ���*��"��5(���ก��43��! ] $�� �	���:!*
��$��ก/��34 0̂4�#�	�'(7#������ก������9����
*%����ก����&	*%��3��!1����/�
�3�# �4 
(Miami Dade College, 2005)  �����%�!#�� a.  
6�� b. �#� �	'" 
Examples: 

 a. She told her friend, vI[m through 
with blind dates forever.  What a dull evening!     
I was bored every minute.  The conversation 
was absolutely vapid.w 

  ��%�!#��14���4		'"      vvapidw 
3��!*%��%#� vuninteresting.w 
 � � � * ��" � 0̂4 � 1' ! 	 �#  �4 � � � ! � !
*%��3��!1����/�
�3�# %4��� ] 0̂4�#�	
$)���&	�4���	���	*%��3��!��/�
	�"	$�ก
��5�� �7#	 ��%�!#�� b. �#� �	'" 
 b. Walt[s pugnacious behavior made 
his opponent back down. 
 /��5ก���6�����'(�)��34*0#�#��04
1�� Walt �)���ก�� back down /��5ก���	�"	
�4����&	/��5ก����'(	#�����ก'!$��&	6	# 
 
General Knowledge or Logic Clue 

 Pavlik (2007, p. 119) ��5��!%#� �5(���ก��4
$�ก��5��������	'" 3��!9�� ก���'( 0̂4�#�	
����!�#�	�9�	ก��
�	�	,"���,(��6���'*%��
����'(�	����14��$ 14�*%���	���:!*$� �#�'
��/�
�h/��3�,�%�'�h/���$��$���&	/5���
���กg�!0# �����%�!#���#� �	'" 
Examples: 

 a. The child suffered a great trauma 
when she was the only survivor of a fire that 
killed her family. 
 b. Don[t be so pessimistic. The driver[s
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test isn[t difficult. Almost everyone passes. 
 *)���/�
 vtraumaw 6�� vpessimisticw 
3��!9���� � ̂ 04�#�	����!�#�	6���'*%�����:!*
��"����:!*กf/�$�6��*)���/�
��"���� �4  
vtraumaw 	#�$�3��!9�� *%���04��ก��'!�$6��
�ก�$�!#����	6�� 6�� vpessimisticw 	#�$�
3��!9�� *%��%5�กก��%�$	�ก5	 � 
 
$%&����ก�ก��AB% context clues 

 0̂4 �# � 	 �4 ��' ! 	�04 6�4%%# �  %5 �'ก � � ���
*%��3��!1����/�
�3�#$�ก14�*%���ก�4�*'!�
	�"	 �����96�#� �4 ��&	 5 �������3�#          
�#%	ก��6�#���&	������!#�!	�"	 1�"	�!0#ก��
*%��*5��3f	1��	�ก���������
���!�ก�
�/,(�
ก����	���� 	�ก$�ก	�"	 $�ก���:!*
��%�!#���'(!ก����5��!���ก��������1�� 
context clues   !���'14�����ก��'(	#��	�$ ���	'" 

1. *%���041�� 0̂4�#�	�ก'(!%ก��ก����4��
*)��	�������ก��   

 0̂4�#�	*%��'*%���04/,"	8�	�ก'(!%ก��
ก����4��*)��	�������ก�� <�(����ก���4%! 
prefix, suffix, root 3�ก 0̂4�#�	��ก��*%��3��!
1��*)��3�#�	'"$)�	%	3	�(��34�14��$6��$)� �4   
��&	ก��#�*)��'(���ก��	)���$�ก����ก�'ก6��

���5	 6���74��4��*)��	�������ก���34�ก5�1�"	  
��,(� 0̂4�#�	/���/�
�3�# ��/�
!�ก 0̂4�#�	��$
����!�5(���ก��4������6!ก��*
���ก��1��
*)���&	�#%	 ] �0 6���0%#��#%	����&	 prefix 
3�,� suffix 3�,� root 6���#%		�"	3��!*%��%#�
�� � %5�'6!ก�#%	*)�6�4%6��*%��3��!	'" 
��$7#%! 0̂4�#�	�34�04*%��3��!1����/�
�3�#
	�"	 �4 %5�'ก��	'"�	����)�����'!ก%#� word-part 
context clues (Dictionary.com, 2014) ก�#�%
:�!���� 0̂4�#�	�'(�	�$��ก��ก��#�*)� prefix, 
suffix, root �'(���ก���74��ก�	ก����4����/�
 
�3�# ] *%���04��,(��	'"$���&	���:!7	
6ก# 0̂4�#�	
�	ก�����*%��3��!1����/�
�3�#�'(/��	
���:!*3�,�14�*%���'(<��<4�	 (�������	
 
��ก�� 6���#����' :�������58, 2549, 3	4� 
53-55)  
Examples: 

 a. The students who arrived late told 
the teacher an implausible story about 
stopping to watch a UFO. 
 prefix vimw 3��!*%��%#� not, without 
 suffix viblew 3��!*%��%#� able to 
do something  ��"�����#%		'"�%�ก���$*%��
�	���:!*�'(/�6�� �4 �7#	 a UFO 7#%!�34 0̂4�#�	
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�����9���*%���	���:!*	'" �4 
 b. After spending three weeks in the 
hospital, I had a surfeit of daytime TV 
programming. 
 prefix vsurw means too much of 
anything 
  0̂4�#�	�����9���*%��3��!1�� 
surfeit  �4��,(��#�	%�'�'(�!0#14��3	4�6��14��3���
*)�	'" 
 2. *%���041�� 0̂4�#�	�	��,(��*)��7,(��*%��
  ���*��"�*)���/�
�3�#$����กg�!0#
� 	 � � � : ! * <� � <4 � 	  <�( � � � � ก � � �4 % !                 
�	����:!*�#�� ] ���:!*<��<4�	��ก�'
*)��7,(��*%��3�,���%�7,(��:!� <�(��)�3	4��'(
�ก'(!%:!�*%��6�#�����:!*�14��4%!ก�	    

     ���&�2�� ก"�2�����BV�&����� 

 

94� 0̂4�#�	�14��$*%��3��!1��*)��7,(��*%��
�3�#�	'"��&	/,"	8�	��'!6�#�	7�"	6�ก กf$�7#%!
�34�14��$*%��3��!1��14�*%���'(���3���
*)��7,(���3�#�	'"  3�,�7#%!�34�14��$*%���	         
�	����:!*��"�����'(�'*)��7,(��*%���ก'(!%:!�
*%���!0# ก�#�%*,� 0̂4�#�	 �4����!*)��7,(��*%��
��"�3��!�	ก�����*%��3��!1�����:!*        
�'(!�%6��<��<4�	 �)��34�14��$14�*%���'(�#�	 
 �4�%���f%!5(�1�"	 (�������	
 ���ก�� 6��
�#����' :�������58, 2549, 3	4� 140) 
 �� � 	�" 	   0̂4 �# � 	 * % � �� ก � � ก ��# �                  
*)��7,(��*%��%#� �'ก'(3�%�3�0# 3�%�3�0#���'
*%��3��!6��3	4��'(�� � (�������	
 ���ก�� 
6���#����' :�������58, 2549, 3	4� 141) 
��%�!#���7#	 
 

 
 


�%���� ก"�2�����BV�&����� 

��ก�3����ก^� thus 
so 
for 
because 

therefore 
consequently 
for this reason 

because of this 
as a result 
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Examples: 

 a. The famous trees languished because 

of  the terrible heat. 
  *)��7,(��*%�� vbecause ofw ��ก
���3�� ���	�"	 vterrible heatw �'(���3��� because 
of  ��&	���3��  ���:!*  the famous trees 
languished  ��&	^��'(����� 94��3���'( �#�'*,�
��ก���4�	��	6�� !#��	)� ��0#^� �#�' 	�(	*,� 
the famous trees �3'(!%�h�634���! 
 b. His pertinacity, or stubbornness, is 
the cause of  most of his trouble. 
 *)��7,(��*%��  vorw  �	���:!*	'"
�)�3	4��'(ก�#�%<")�*%��  (restatement)  h�	�"	

0̂4�#�	���*%��3��!1��    pertinacity   �4%#�         
�'*%��3��!��'!%ก�� stubbornness 

3. ก�����*%��3��!��/�
�3�#3�,�
14�*%��<��<4�	 

ก�����*%��3��!��/�
�3�#3�,�
14�*%��<��<4�	 :�!����!�5(���ก��4��ก
�0�6���'(��'!	�� ก�#�%*,� ���*��"� 0̂4�#�	��$�74
14��0��'(�'�!0#�	���:!*<��<4�		�"	3�,� 0̂4�#�	
��$�743��! ] %5�'�4%!ก�	�	ก�����*%�� �7#	      
�04*%��3��!1����%�7,(��*%��ก���043	4��'(1��
�*�,(��3��!%��*��	�'(���กg  �#%#�$���&	         

, 3�,� :  3�,� (   ) �	���:!*!�%6��<��<4�	
������:!* ̂ 04�#�	��$�4������!ก��6��14�*%��
6%��4���'(6�� �4 3�,�6�� prefix, or root �'(
���ก����&	*)���/�
!�ก	�"	 6�4%���*%��3��!
��/�
	�"	 ���*��"� 0̂4�#�	��$�4������!���*%��
$�ก�����ก��
ก���#�	��ก-.���ก1���	��� 
Example: 

 vDon[t think of words as separate, 
discrete items, or entitiesw 
 ��/�
!�ก*,� entities 3��!9���� � *)����
*,� �0�'(*)��7,(��*%�� vorw ���	�"	 entities 3��!9�� 
separate, discrete items. vdiscretew 3��!*%��
%#��� �  discrete  3��!*%��%#�  separate  ���
���� �4�!#�� � ������*%��3��!1�� discrete 
$�ก�*�,(��3��! comma �'(*�(	��3%#��*)� 
separate ก�� discrete 	�(	��� 
 
���� 

 ก�����*%��3��!��/�
:�!����!
14�*%��6%��4�� (context clues) ��&	ก�!���

3	�(��	ก��7#%! 0̂4�#�	�#�	�������	 3�,�
��*%�� 3�,�3	���,��������ก�� �4����,(	 
6� � � % � � �f %!5( � 1�" 	  � �,( � 0̂4 �# � 	 �# � 	 �) � � �
�������ก�� �4*�#��6*�#% กf!#����'!	�04
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���/%5�!�ก���#�� ] ����$	���1#�%���
14��0� ����	�����*:	:�!'ก4�%3	4���	���! 
��&	 0̂4ก4 �%��	:�ก�	!�*:�ก �4/��6�	
�.$$���		'" 	�ก���������
���!�ก�
�/,(�ก����	
�������ก��  �46�#�������  context clue   %4
�!#��	4�!34��������3�# ก����ก����%�!#��
ก�����*%��3��!��/�
$�ก��5���������#�� ] 
�3�#�	'" $�7#%!�34 0̂4�#�	�/5(�/0	*%�������9
�	ก�������/�
�3�#:�!����!14�*%��6%��4��
��ก!5(�1�"	 �����5�7��5��%�	�ก�'%#�  Practice 
makes perfect. ���	�"	 ก���)�6��2�ก3��3� 

context clues �34��ก6���#�! ] $�7#%!�34 0̂4�#�	
�/5(�/0	��ก��ก���#�	 �4�'!5(�1�"	 0̂4�#�	�����9
3�6��2�ก3�� context clues $�ก�)�����)���
�������ก��^�5�:�!�3�%5�!���!�#�� ] 	)���
2�ก�)�3�,�*4	3�$�ก internet, website �#�� ] 
�'(��	�3�%14�	'"  	�ก$�ก	'"  0̂4�#�	�����9
6�ก���'(!	1#�%���14��0���,(��	'"ก��ก��#���**�
�'(�'*%���	�$�	��,(����'!%ก�	 #̂�	����,(��#�� ]  
$��	��%#���*	5* context clue ��&	���:!7	

6ก# 0̂4�#�	 0̂4�'%��9������*
�'($��/5(�/0	��ก��
ก���#�	�������ก��1���	����!#����()����� 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

                                                                   ������������	
�  �������������  �����  33  �����  2     

                                                                                                  53 

 

��W���ก�� 

�������	
  ���ก�� 6���#����'  :�������58. (2549). ก������������ . ก�����/�3�	*�: 
 �)�	�ก/5�/
�3�%5�!���!���*)�63�. 
Baumann, J. F., Edwards, E. C., Font, G., Tereshinski, C. A., Kame[enui, E. J., &  
 Olejnik, S. (2002). Teaching morphemic and contextual analysis to fifth-grade  
 students. Reading Research Quarterly, 37(2), 50-76. 
College Reading Skills Program. (2014). Techniques for skillful reading ,Context Clues.  

Retrieved March 16, 2014, from http://www.csupomona.edu/~crsp/handouts/ 
 context_clues html 
 Cuesta College. (2003). Context Clues. Retrieved March 16, 2014, from http://academic.
 cuesta.edu/acasupp/as/511.HTM 
Dictionary.com. (2014). Word FAQs.  Retrieved March 16, 2014 from http://dictionary. 
 reference.com/help/fag/language/w35.html 
Guessing meaning from context. (2014). Retrieved March 16, 2014 from http://www.stou. 
 ac.th/stouonline/nurselearning/ForWebCasting%20181925_02_2012/ 
 ReadingBook.pdf 
Lower Dauphin High School. (2014). The five types of context clues. Retrieved March 16,  
 2014, from http://www.ldsd.org/oms/lib/PA0900083/Centricity/Domain/18/ 
 5 context clues.pdf 
Miami Dade College. (2005). Context Clues. Retrieved September 16, 2014,  
 from http://www.mdc.edu/Kendall/collegeprep/documents2/ 
 CONTEXT%20CLUESrev8192.pdf 
 
 



 
                  ������������	
�  �������������  �����  33  ����� 2                   

   54  

 

Ninnat Olanvoravuth. (2009). Business English communication (7th ed.). Bangkok: 
 Thammasat University Press. 
Pavlik, C. (2007). Read Smart 3. Singapore: McGraw-Hill. 
Panatip Pinijsakkul. (2002). Sentence Structure for Reading Comprehension. Bangkok: 
 Thammasat University Press. 
Sacramento City College. (2014). What Are Context Clues? Retrieved March 16, 2014, from 
 http://scc.losrios.edu/~langlit/reading/contextclues/introl1.html 
Sasao, Y. (2011). Context clues. Retrieved March 16, 2014, from http://www.ysasaojp. 
 inf/VocabTests/ GCT/clues_ for_guessing. Pdf 
Supaporn Martin &  Ketkarn, Tongluk. (2006). Reading for graduate students of Science  

 and Technology. Chiangmai: University of Chiangmai, Faculty of Humanities, 
Department of English.  

Thirawat Tanthanis. (2009). Reading skill development. Bangkok: Thammasat  
University Press. 

Walters, J. (2006). Methods of teaching inferring meaning from context. RELC Journal,  

 37(2), 176-190. 
 
 


