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Abstract

Using English at the university level in Thailand requires that students have four skills:
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Among the four skills, reading is one of the most
important skills for students to have. When students have mastered this skill, they can use it to
help them to understand many fields of study and to increase their knowledge of the outside
world. There are many strategies that can help students increase their reading skill, and context
clues is one of them. Applied linguists have classified this technique into five kinds of context
clues, such as finding the definition clues and experience clues as well as the general sense
context clues, which is the most common kind of context clue. All kinds of context clues will

help readers guess a word’s meaning or make sense of a complicated discourse.

Keywords: Context, clues, context clues, reading skill.
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ANNHNI18VOS Context clues
=< a A 9
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Clues H11803 @euon 11 adaunFuus

(Cuesta College, 2003)
A o Y A g

Context clues Ai® A1onlinsedony
= AYa ' A YY1
uuzngeulduniorieligeiuaniso
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ﬂ1§!!‘].l'~1‘]J§$!<ﬂTl‘ll®Q Context clues
o s s A
uﬂmmmamﬂsanm‘wamiﬁau
NMYIDINOBULIYTLINNVDY context clues
Fl [
13619 9 U JoDee Walters (2006, p.178)
NE1IDINANIUIIGVDT Baumann et al. (2002)
5 ] I
A% 91109 context clues poMTY 8 Uszian
Y .. oL
14uA word definitions, synonyms, appositives,
antonyms, examples, summary, figurative
language, and mood, tone or setting. Thirawat
Tanthanis (2009, pp. 1-3) 114 context clues
< a 1
poniilu 6 wiia laun
1. Definition Clues
2. Synonym or Comparison Clues
3. Contrast Clues
4. Experience or Inference Clues
5. Example Clues
6. Explanation Clues
Y A dy ]
P;!L“‘IJEJI!UV]ﬂ’J”IlI‘l!LL‘]JQ']Jiﬁ’JLﬂTIGUi’)Q
I 1
context clues 9ontilu 5 Uszianlvig Tag
= o w ) Y '
Lifl\‘lﬁ”lllﬂ”Iﬂ‘]Jﬂ1§1/]”|ﬂ'J13JL"IJ11§]§]”Iﬂ\11EJl11J

U dy
191N AU
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Uszaninita Definition/Description Clue
9 A Yo o w A o a
IZJ'LEUElu%%alfﬁﬂTﬂ1ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂll‘ﬁiﬂﬂ1ﬂ‘ﬁ‘ﬂ18

@ L ] @

Ann Ivilulse TeaRoanunieluilss Ton

o o Y A a o 09/’ 9

ﬂﬂhlﬂ ﬂTU’E]ﬂGl'ULW@u81uﬂ1uuﬂi$ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁl

o a ti' = Q’ dyd Q’ 09/’
1. AMNTINUUIYDIFAIUADAIUNY
A o a 1 dy Y 1
W50 x =y AINTeuna1illaun be, mean,
o o 4

define, be called (FYNIAY ﬂWﬂleﬁ uag

dosrs Tnlseiasy, 2549, vt 187)

Example:

a. Haberdashery, which is a store that
sells men’s clothing, is becoming more common
today.

o A <A

A1UYINVD haberdashery NAO a
store that sells men’s clothing danvenlyl
1&un verb to be “is” (Lower Dauphin High

School, 2014)

2. AueuANYy (connectors or discourse

v A A a ] .

markers) l¥¥sounnuneoF1Ne 15U that s,

Examples:

a. His emaciation, that is, his skeleton-
like appearance, was frightening to see.

1<
78 “Skeleton-like appearance” i1
AINAANYDIAII “emaciation” (Miami

Dade College, 2005) wonndifidonaz 1
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o w L ] a
ﬂ'J”IiJW?J”IEJGIJ'ENf"I”Iﬂ'W‘VIGLWiJIWJﬂ”IiufJTJJ 13192
o Y o v g o A
E‘Nlﬂﬁllﬂi]”Iﬂﬂ”liJ'f)ﬂ‘l‘]JC]NL']JUﬂ”ILGIf’E)‘JJﬂ'J”IiJ
arugiu lUfunTeanuierssanou g
A08191%5 U
b. Scientists use a special method, or
way of doing things, in their work.
AlouuonnUNNIgY0IR1I1
[ A A Y] .
“method” 7Y UANUAYINY “way of doing
. v A v v
things” TaglHnToarue « , 7 Auvondu
Yo A
wazlausauny “or” Teaany
3. IATPANNNYITIANDU (punctuation)
1Y commas, dashes, parentheses Mmhnven
o o w o A Y Y A
A1TINAAITUUBDIATMNUIVNUUUATOIN Y
4
153AADUIY
Examples:
a. Fluoroscopy, examination with a
fluoroscope, has become a common practice.
4 v 9
IATDONINUTY commas VINUUULAS
19118978 “examination with a fluoroscope”
] dyl ddyd o A o 1
VI IMAUD UMHUUBIAIN “fluoroscopy”
b. The dudeen — a short - stemmed
clay pipe — is found in Irish Folk tales.
Lﬂ?@\i“ﬁllﬁl dash (%ﬂﬁﬂ’]ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ)

Ao 9 .
NAUVOANY ‘a short-stemmed day pipe’
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JaenimAR A ane w1 dudeen
(Miami Dade College, 2005)

c. It is likely that the published
works themselves are mutable: they might

now look different.

E
Y AAo o

sz Toadnduillisdnn lnife
a o o o
mutable ieuTdeT unemidwi 13Tuilss Ton
1 1 Y
NAWMAUAT D918 colon AITTY FB1UIA
Vlﬁl’h mutable ‘Hlﬂﬂﬁﬂ look different (Sasao,
2011)

d. Cocktail-drug therapy (a treatment
using a combination of drugs) has becoming
popular in contemporary medication) (Supaporn
Martin & Tongluk Ketkarn, 2005, p. 68)

!51?(’]1113ﬂlﬂ’lﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁﬂ’lﬂﬂl@\‘lﬁTﬁ
= Y Y Y1 =2 9 A
Fouduld1da1 vurede Jenuoglu
] o 4 4 <
AVUAVUUIBN LUBDIINIATOIH UG NIAY
= 9 A 1 o A 9
UHUINUIUBDNIN mwaamammmﬂu
4 <3 o A °
Lﬂ?@QWNWUQQLﬁ‘U ﬁ@ ATUITUUVIIIAITUA
A ad gy Y A < o
HIDIANVYUNUUUATOIN NG N VU
1 d‘
ﬂﬁ’l’ﬂﬂﬂﬁéﬂ ATNHUIYITIANDU
Tunmsenguiinnudfy uaagnIoanug

o 9

Mrnae q luilse Tea 1wy e5u1e 19

o ' A 9 9 =
AIBDYIN VY1YAITN HIDLUUUDAINUNDY

U

3 13 U d Y o A
Q&fﬂ NININUAWHI aTUNYBEMans N 33 a1liun 2

) v Y
NUUATOINNIBITIAADUHNANTU DU

9

Anaulogos context clues AITANHINI
Qlti' [ 9 A A
ANNFNIINUNIINAI ) VOUATDINUNY
F4 4 1 4
25300 Nt tielnNuiTuduna
[ o
aulutlse Teauazimnnunuevosdng
= @ @ 4 1
Tminsng Goyriad 1hazna nazaoe
Tn1lsziasy, 2549, with 182-183)
Y A 1% .. =
4. ANWINYINY  Appositive A9
prps ' = @ o A o Y
UMIAFMNBANNOE AN LA N ™I
15019 appositive umuoyilse Ton daulng)
9 .. A ] = o
15119 appositive  IWIUIUBNINYINVINAA
A o 1 z:d'
VONTIULHT oA WHL VI Afa TasinAde
UYAAAHTOR WHUIIZINOUA NN TDINT
appositive 1AMUNA 1ABiAT 09INEYaNIANY
E4
(Olanvoravuth, 2009, p. 44) fad08 10 117
Examples:
a. Mr. Cummings, our General
Manager, will be here tomorrow.
b. Our General Manager,
Mr. Cummings, will be here tomorrow.
luaie819152 Ton a. our General
I . 2 aA
Manager 1y appositive Wuumanna
J o A 9 ¥ & & v
a1t niseuavesdeniw

Mr.Cummings.
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ludaee19Us52 Tea b. Mr. Cummings
& .. aa g ~ o
111 appositive WA UYARAIAIINY
) A o 9
AuMuNiIIN

Panatip Pinijsakkul (2002, p.116) 85118
WA WINIA appositive UNAIZTAIUNAT
o Aow _a A ida A o A
MNITUOTUIHTOLILON UANNIHNOUNUN
appositive 3ANNOUANN UV AIDE 1T
Examples:

a. A smart Dalmatian, Odd Ball was

my favorite dog.

b. The American businessman who

disappeared in the Malaysian jungle in 1967,

Jim Thompson put Thai silk on the map
when he sent a sample of the fabric to the
editor of Vogue magazine in 1947.
Ada Y Y o '
ranvardulaludie1e a. uag b.
o Y A g .. A 1 A
murmiu appositive NUINDUIANVINY

N3993U18AY

Usznniiaes Synonym/Restatement Clue

Ao aunsamareveiw v

[ 4

9 [ Y = ! oy Yo
Vlﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬁﬂl@ﬂﬂuJﬂﬂaW?%W waz lgA1AwnN

=) 1 =
L38UIIN

Yy 9
1

Y v A o =
DIUAUIAY VBAITUNNANIYIU

e

v o W 4 A o o [}
BINUMANNGINNTOANN N W

De
) &

vzoglnal

vu TsaszanHiaued Synonym fi® A1
UANUMINEE AN (Miami Dade College,
2005)

Examples:

a. Flooded with spotlights — the focus
of all attention — the new Miss America began
her year-long reign. She was the cynosure of
all eyes for the rest of the evening.

191 “cynosure” 7 figuannsa
oA urNe 1431 e “the focus of all
attention”

b. The mountain pass was a tortuous
road, winding and twisting like a snake
around the trees of the mountainside.

AMNHUIGYDI “tortuous” O

“winding and twisting”

Uszanianu Antonym/ Contrast Clue
A o AA v 9
Antonyms f19 A1 MU ANUULIYATIN UV

o Y dy Y [ I'd
fwenldszaniiag Idanumuneveadnm

[
[

1A 19 @ g Y A
Tnais 1 lugsniiu Taelddntianumine
J Y o o Jd1 A Yy 9 dy
aaiuluguifniae o 1513087 wennnil

v Y o o A A
IZJ'@TH%gﬂ'fN?NLﬂﬁﬂ““]ff)llﬂ’ﬂll“ﬂﬂiWﬂ;]

< o A A 9y o
W UANFIUANINNLTAIAIINLEINY
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A5IAUNINIY 19U “although”, “however”,
“but” (Miami Dade College, 2005)
Examples:

a. When the light brightens, the pupils
of the eyes contract; however, when it grows
darker, they dilate.

geruszduna’ldidenanulu
YseTeausnazudanuilse Toands dana
9 o A Y ] o =
189 1nAuson “however” fo1unladnni
ua)a T brightens, darker FalA UMY
F4
[ 1 @ =] 1
ATIT AU Ap NS INI UgANULazIa
] 79 ¥ v 9 v @ dy
ANUHNIANN ITATINUANUAUAI
U ALAITIUIA pupils of our
eyes 92119173 contract LLGI'Lﬁ’t]LLﬁQ‘Uig QXL
. < . o
pupils of our eyes N92101M5 dilate NEUU
AMUNNIBVDY dilate ADIATINUNINAY
contract 111 €] 1IN contract ﬁiﬂilﬁﬂ HaA
dilate W19z venedn

b. Although some men are loquacious,

others hardly talk at all.
o d‘ Y
ANYDNAIN although VBAFDIU
v " =2y oo o
Tanswn Yeanuluse Teatiudanu aziiu
ANMUHINBVDY loquacious H19EATIAUT WAL

hardly talk at all Hufe loquacious REGE

3 13 U d Y o A
Q&fﬂ NININUAWHI aTUNYBEMans N 33 a1liun 2

BNYABNAY UL (College Reading Skills

Program, 2014)

Uszanna Example Clue

o A gy o v &
U1Qﬂ§ﬂlﬂ@ﬂ@1UWUﬂ1ﬁWV]
U

[
=

o Y o @ v 9y A

ﬂ”ILL’]Jﬂ 1Wﬁﬂlﬂﬁ@’3681\1ﬂﬁjlﬂlﬂ gnu
A [ Y @ 14 g 9
L‘WBG]f’JEJIZjﬂ"IuLﬂ”Iﬂ’JnJWiﬂEJﬁWVIHM Ho1U
TNUARII including, like, such as, for

1 b4
instance, for example AFouANUIMAINY
~ 9 1

Y
[ J 1
%U@ﬂﬂ'J'INWNWElGU@QﬁWﬂﬂWﬂ'lullllcﬂi'lﬂ

U

AUHNIY AIAIDE19U09 Example Clues
‘ﬁ Cheryl Pavlik (2007, p.119) gnuILLAAN
fagiolaii
Examples:
a. Natural disasters such as floods
and earthquakes, occur regularly.
u@ﬂﬂ1ﬂ5m§'ﬂ\‘lﬁlﬂﬂﬁiiﬂﬁﬂu‘ﬁ

=\

Yo 1 g . £
Weuld daduilu punctuation clue ¥3HIY

g
Ao lfimanumnednii Wil Ton 18

b. Bears are omnivorous. They will
eat anything: other mammals, birds, fruit,
plants, nuts, or fish.

Tu@19819 b. VoAU 19K

IATBIINY colon (:) WFIWBFLEI anything
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b

andinuldunes lsth selddewagal1dan
omnivorous AITHNEDI0L |5
k4
UszToad0619 c. uaz d. ao 11l
ﬁnJﬁﬂﬂﬁj’Jﬁlglj@ Context Clues (Sacramento
City College, 2014)

c. The department store carries a
variety of breeches, for example they carried
Levis, Wranglers, and even some plain
unlabeled brands made of cotton.

Y1 Y 9 Y dy
Ejfﬂu’cﬁw13'@1&@11@’3151”?111!5[]18
dualszianniane Tasdannaindve

~ ' @ Ay A v .
NIUNYUAUAIN AN DNYNU LB Levis,
Wrangler.

d. The floors of the restaurant were
extremely scuzzy. They were covered with
spilled grease, crumbs of flood, and cigarette
butts.

S v
UNATIRVIUUDNANTNHNIEUDN
@ L 1 g ~ [
ﬁwﬂwmuuhamswssmmmmmmnu
Y, Ao A g
ANIWULINADNUDITDIUNUU maiw@mu
o @ -4
TTAUAINNNHVIYUBDINAUANN scuzzy
9 1 ~ dy = .
1aTae 5o Tun#l scuzzy Mu1894 dirty

HUBI
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szanii Experience or Inference Clues
Y [ Y a 4
Q@WH@WTU?\’NNELﬂhl!ﬁgﬂigﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ!
@ P 1 <3
"’ll’fJ\WIuL’ENGluﬂ1§Lﬂ1ﬂ313Jﬁ3J1EJﬁWW1’]lliJlﬂElmu
[ dy 4 oy 2 A
unoau u@ﬂmﬂumiumuazmmamﬂﬁm;]
ludeanuennsieligeudumanunue
o« 0’3 Y9y .
voamanniu'lgae (Tanthanis, 2009, p. 2)
4
Haaned191lse Tonae 11l
Examples:

a. There was a great catastrophe in
the town after the typhoon. The governor
expected to restore relative calm rapidly.

A8 1UAIITIAINNNNYIBVDIA1

o
‘catastrophe’ 1NNYsEauMsaNauLe LAY
9
Uszauun oz lsezmadunienaninwig
Y o 1 A a dy o dy =
UlGWJHWﬂNWHLN’EN GlfL!‘Ui‘U“VI‘H 117 ) U
ANUNUIA ANWHIIUE WULDY

b. When we stayed at the military
base, each Saturday we went to the commissary
to buy the food and supplies we would need
for the next week.

ugi e s lumeldseaumsal

G

v
A A '

TdlugarunniGend1 commissary ¥1AOU

' 9 4 d‘ 4
LW’]il1ﬂﬂ”lillﬂa"l]i’)ﬂ']1lll!']ﬂaﬂll1ﬂllﬂﬂllﬂ

k4
[] v

Aoudonia1lan f1iu 1aedl a store for
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food and supplies that is located on a military
base (Cuesta College, 2003)
MIULIUTEANUDI context clues
4
@ o < 1
11U V9@ NN Inference clue ODNANKIN
] Y o 3 A
Taisaury Experience Clue agU1¥A13 10N
I a
General Knowledge or Logic Clue Wuyiia
A Y A Y1 A o Y
NN niINveIgeIunaeiinuIle
A19T1U18BHAVDI Context clues AAIDYIN
sz Tennflouonuuaas Suwurniasw
A dg’ Y Ja
WornHuNINTY doruvzainisnledIsan

Y]

4 a Y 1 1 t:' dgl ] Y
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Examples:
a. She told her friend, “I’m through
with blind dates forever. What a dull evening!
I was bored every minute. The conversation

was absolutely vapid.”
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WU18AININ “uninteresting.”
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b. Walt’s pugnacious behavior made
his opponent back down.
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Examples:

a. The child suffered a great trauma
when she was the only survivor of a fire that
killed her family.

b. Don’t be so pessimistic. The driver’s
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test isn’t difficult. Almost everyone passes.
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Examples:

a. The students who arrived late told
the teacher an implausible story about
stopping to watch a UFO.

prefix “im” WA not, without
suffix “ible” HUBAINI able to
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b. After spending three weeks in the
hospital, I had a surfeit of daytime TV
programming.
prefix “sur” means too much of
anything
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Examples:
a. The famous trees languished because
of the terrible heat.
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b. His pertinacity, or stubbornness, is
the cause of most of his trouble.
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Example:
“Don’t think of words as separate,
discrete items, or entities”

[

s A . = o
WAENAD entities HINED IO 13 A1MOL
A Ao A o @ . =
A9 QNAUFOUAY “or” AATIU entities HUBDY
separate, discrete items. “discrete” TN1YANITN
J0els  discrete  MI18AMIN separate 151
n3lded1als 5umanunneve discrete
NLATDINYIY comma NAUTEHINIA

separate 11 discrete WO

agl
ATLATANINHUIOANT 1o 1fe
9 Y I 4
VBANULUINADY (context clues) Lﬂuﬂafﬂl‘ﬁ
d! 1 Y 1 (% =)
N lunN15 I8 IUBIUUNAANDY 1150
A v A [ k) A
UNANMN HIoHIeTeN 18189 1A 1U5 U
g A 2 A gy ' °
HATIIALTITIVY LUDHDIUBIUATIA

[ 9 1 1 =l =\ 9
mmamqy"lﬂﬂaaumm NYDULTIUY



W‘"ﬁu{“ﬁ‘
52

FITNINGINITAN 9 AAOAIUTVUIIAS
Joya ersawmena TuTasmamiisiuede
I o
wWugdiulanlugalanldnwsuuan
v A o s s A
Pagtiuil innnmanssegndmomsdou
[ k4 v 14
Meoang 1AuLsznn context clue 13
' 9 Y ' = @ ]
pgnUoeilszinnlvg nsAnyIA19619
@ 4 a 1
MIAANUHNEANNNNUT UNUT2NAN 9
E4 1
wianil ez nde U NNE T
@ L 1 o
Tumsadnii v Tasordotonnuiadon
1 F4
WINGIUU gNIHAIIAAZIUANTII Practice

9
makes perfect. AIUU MIMuuuAniam

3 13 U d Y o A
Q&jﬂ NININUAWHI aTUNYBEMans N 33 a1liun 2

Y ] 1 Yy
context clues Winnuaziios ) 9z eliRe 1
A o ' yat 2 g
NN UINEEMI0 1M AR Y Joudmsn
MMV UANA context clues 91AFITUAIT
MBIVINYERAA TABUNIINGIGEA ) 110
2 ° Ay . . !
WU OAUKIIN internet, website 119 €]

= v 9 dy d" Y 1
MAUDNIVOU UDNIINU WOITUTTIUITD

u

e

d‘ [] 9 d’ S o 1
!,LaﬂlﬂaEJ“L!GIIW’Jﬁﬁell@ylmﬁ@\‘]uﬂﬂﬂ'quuﬂﬂﬁ

Y] 1 a

td'd Lﬂ' = % 1 Lﬂ' 1

nauaula luGeuReIN U UN TR 9
3 o

90U INANA context clue 11 U5 Teal

19 I P A @
UNKD1U Wumﬂﬂizmﬂﬂ%mumuﬂﬂyx

U q

MIOMUNMBIOINOBYOINUBIDE AN AU



o v d $ U y &
NIANINUAWHI DUUNYHAAS TN 33 21T0Th 2 Y fw
mﬂu{'ﬂm

53

UIIUNIN

J

ynysed 1hazna uavdesdd Tallsziasy. (2549). M1501401AIW. NFINNUNIUAT:
dndniuiumInndonusuma,

Baumann, J. F., Edwards, E. C., Font, G., Tereshinski, C. A., Kame’enui, E. J., &

Olejnik, S. (2002). Teaching morphemic and contextual analysis to fifth-grade
students. Reading Research Quarterly, 37(2), 50-76.

College Reading Skills Program. (2014). Techniques for skillful reading “Context Clues”
Retrieved March 16, 2014, from http://www.csupomona.edu/~crsp/handouts/
context_clues html

Cuesta College. (2003). Context Clues. Retrieved March 16, 2014, from http://academic.
cuesta.edu/acasupp/as/511.HTM

Dictionary.com. (2014). Word FAQs. Retrieved March 16, 2014 from http://dictionary.
reference.com/help/fag/language/w35.html

Guessing meaning from context. (2014). Retrieved March 16, 2014 from http://www.stou.
ac.th/stouonline/nurselearning/ForWebCasting%20181925 02 2012/

ReadingBook.pdf

Lower Dauphin High School. (2014). The five types of context clues. Retrieved March 16,

2014, from http://www.ldsd.org/oms/lib/PA0900083/Centricity/Domain/18/
5 context clues.pdf

Miami Dade College. (2005). Context Clues. Retrieved September 16, 2014,

from http://www.mdc.edu/Kendall/collegeprep/documents2/

CONTEXT%20CLUESrev8192.pdf



j o L] d y LY 1
Qﬁfﬂ NIANINUMWHI DTUNYHaA AR YN 33 210N 2

ﬁuﬂ‘ﬁ‘
54

Ninnat Olanvoravuth. (2009). Business English communication (7th ed.). Bangkok:
Thammasat University Press.

Pavlik, C. (2007). Read Smart 3. Singapore: McGraw-Hill.

Panatip Pinijsakkul. (2002). Sentence Structure for Reading Comprehension. Bangkok:
Thammasat University Press.

Sacramento City College. (2014). What Are Context Clues? Retrieved March 16, 2014, from

http://scc.losrios.edu/~langlit/reading/contextclues/introl1.html

Sasao, Y. (2011). Context clues. Retrieved March 16, 2014, from http://www.ysasaojp.
inf/VocabTests/ GCT/clues_ for guessing. Pdf

Supaporn Martin & Ketkarn, Tongluk. (2006). Reading for graduate students of Science
and Technology. Chiangmai: University of Chiangmai, Faculty of Humanities,
Department of English.

Thirawat Tanthanis. (2009). Reading skill development. Bangkok: Thammasat
University Press.

Walters, J. (2006). Methods of teaching inferring meaning from context. RELC Journal,
37(2), 176-190.



