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The Depiction of Suffering in the Short Story Collection
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Abstract

This research studies the patterns of suffering described in twenty-five short stories from
the collection “C’est égal” by Agota Kristof. Suffering can be found at the core of each story
and it manifests itself in different forms and patterns. This study asks which particular pattern
applies and how the characters cope with suffering. Psychological analysis is used as a tool to
assist in describing the behaviors of the characters. The researcher’s initial hypothesis was that
the characters’ predominant cause of suffering was separation. Following on an analysis of
discourse and symbols, more causes were found. The core motifs of suffering in these twenty-
five short stories can be classified into four patterns including. (1) Suffering caused by
separation from family or homeland because of better opportunity, human oppression or death.
(2) Suffering from unequal social status due to gender discrimination or being taken advantage
of as an employee. (3) Suffering from worry about losing one’s identity or freedom of action.
And (4) Suffering from other problems caused by boring life, the environment, pollution or
psychological disorders. Most characters try to find ways to solve or relieve their suffering in
extreme situations, sometimes even using violence, however most commonly they avoid

violence, accepting or resigning themselves to their situations.

Keywords:  Suffering, Short Story Collection, Agota Kristof
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