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Abstract
This qualitative paper was aimed at investigating the Takbai locals’ identity through
songs in the “Jeh-Hey Dialect Conservation and Inheritance” album sung by a folksong
band, “Kon Ban Rao”, and composed during 2011-2021. Descriptive analysis of 51 songs

was conducted based on identity as a conceptual framework.

The findings indiicate 5 identities of Tak Bai locals as the following. (1) Dialect use is the
most distinguished identity reflected in Tak Bai loan words, personal pronouns, greetings, and
emotional lexical items. (2) Their traditions are engaged in worshiping deities and highly
respecting their ancestors, both alive and dead. (3) Their beliefs in local holy things and
auspicious occasions are vividly reflected. (4) In the aspect of Takbai living ways, paddy
farming is their traditional occupation. Their foods are simple from local ingredients.
Gambling is also popular among the locals. (5) Characteristically, Takbai locals are sincere,
promise and vow keepers, supportive to family and friends, grateful to ancestors, and
aware of kinship significance. It is assumed that Tak Bai locals possess dynamic identities
which are adjustable to various factors, specifically a policy on national modernization,
resulting in cultural and dialect ignorance. The song composers, as Jeh-Hey natives,
initiated identity revitalization through folk songs, hoping to balance their unique socio-

cultural context with modernity of country living.

Keywords: Identity, Tak Bai locals, Folk songs, Jeh-Hey dialect
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